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Saying Goodbhye
to a Neighbour

On Friday 14th March, Wilstead, his family and
Briar Bank Park said goodbye to our neighbour
Peter Pool at a lovely and sensitive ceremony
at Bedford Crematorium. There was a good
turnout to pay tribute to Peter and those who
didn't know his history were interested to hear
about his past life both before Wilstead and
after he had moved.

After the service friends and neighbours gathered
at the Willow Tree Club on Briar Bank to raise a
glass to Peter and to reminisce.

Peter was a long-standing member of the
Wilstead Neighbourhood Watch Team and prior
to Covid, when the meetings ceased, always
attended the monthly meetingsheldinthevillage.
His contribution, along with his devoted
partner and wife June, was much appreciated.
They co-ordinated the delivery on the Park
and we are really pleased that June is happy to
continue to do so.

| know you will join all the Newsletter Volunteers
in wishing June the very best and of course if she
needs any help, we are always there to give it.

Jackie Lloyd
For the Newsletter Volunteer Team
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Wilstead Village Hall
Management Committee

ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 22nd May 2025
7.30 in small hall

The position of Chairman, Secretary and
Treasurer should be nominated at least 10
days prior to the meeting to the Secretary.

Secretary | Angela Fosbrook

fosbrookangela@gmail.com

PLEASE COME ALONG AND SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL FACILITY AND CONSIDER BECOMING
A COMMITTEE MEMBER. NEW MEMBERS ARE
NEEDED WITH NEW IDEAS ABOUT HOW
TO KEEP THE HALL RUNNING.

Your Co-ordinator is:
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WILSTEAD & WIXAMS
April update

As many will already know, we lost another
of our valued Cafe regulars this month, June
Farminer. Her funeral is on April 4th and as a
mark of respect we will not be opening the Cafe
that afternoon as many will want to attend the
funeral. We will miss June.

We held our Good Neighbours AGM on the 20th
and | am pleased to say we had a good turnout and
a good discussion on various issues, many of which
we will incorporate into the smoother running
of your group. The committee was unanimously
re-elected after a resolution from the floor and we
look forward to the following year.

Next Wilstead Cafe dates in the Village Hall are
Friday 18th April (hot cross buns!) and Fridays
May 2nd, 16th and 30th at the normal times
2:00pm to 3:30pm. And don't forget Wixams, Lakeview
Village hall every Tuesday 10:30 to 12 Noon.

ALL AGES WELCOME!

Rick Baxter | Chairman | 01234 740854
WWGNS Phone 07807 408928

Message from your Police
and Crime Commissioner

Meet and Challenge your Police
and Crime Commissioner

Residents, retailers, rural businesses - what
are your biggest worries about POLICING AND
CRIME where you live or work?

I'll be hosting a community event in Putnoe
next month to talk about my plans to
improve local policing, and repair and rebuild
what is a broken criminal justice system
and put victims at the heart of it.

EVENT DETAILS:
Wednesday 16th April
Putnoe Heights Church

and Church Centre
6.30pm - 8.00pm

BOOK ON HERE:
https://orlo.uk/rNkQ1

or pop down and ask me or the
local police officers your questions!

TRUE ASSET PROTECTION

Your Local Approved
Alarm Company
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UKAS %, &
N a
NACOSS Chas Accredited

GOLD 0142

A family business estab¥fshed for 30 years

in the area. Systems designe d amnd installed
to PDE662:2010 and BS8243:2010. insurance
company recogris ed.

Key clients include...
Bedfordshire Pofice
Centmf Bedfordshire Coun cif
Bedford Borough Council
Bedfordshire Schools

INTRUDER ALARMS, ACCESS CONTROL, CCTV,
SAFES, DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS, KEY CUTTING

HERTS — BEDS — BUCKS
01462 422500

whwww.southeastsecurity.co.uk

UNIT 6, STATION APPROACH
HITCHIN, HERTS, 5G4 SUW
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Wilshamstead Parish Council

Bedford Borough Council
Local Plan Latest

At the time of writing there is no further update on
Bedford Borough Council's Local Plan document. The
Local Plan is the key strategic planning document for
the local authority that sets out the allocations for
development as well as the associated planning policies
that will be applied in terms of supporting growth with
suitable infrastructure. The granted extension from the
Inspector remains in place with no further information
from the local authority at present on the work being
done and needed to be completed in just a few months
on showing where development is to go.

Update On Wilstead
Planning Applications

There has been no change to any of the three large
planning applications for new houses, to please
remember that even though the consultation deadlines
have passed please note the local authority can still
accept planning comments from members of the public
and will be able to take these into account. So there is
still time to have your voice heard regarding:

24/01566/MAO an outline planning application for the
erection of up to 149 dwellings and associated works at
land to the South East of Duck End Lane.

24/02231/MAO outline application demolition of
existing buildings and erection of up to 95 residential
dwellingsat land at Village Farm, 85 Cotton End Road.

24/02463/MAO 375 houses proposed by Wates
development for land south of Wixams which is within
the parishboundary of Wilstead.

To view the supporting documents for the proposed
375 houses, plus the other two, head to the Borough
Council website and the planning portal, please
enter 24/02463/MAO in the search bar for south of
Wixams, 24/01566/MAO in the search bar for the South
East of Duck End Lane, and enter 24/02231/MAO for 85
Cotton End Road.

Please send your comments to planning@bedford.gov.uk.

Parish Council Update
Regarding East West Rail

The Parish Council recently received an East West Rail
communication regarding community engagement. The
Local Representatives Groups have been restructuring
they have detailed to better reflect the section areas
presented at the most recent consultation.

Continued on page 4 >>>

Bad Hair Day?
Lety malee vt oo Good Hair Doy
GAYE WILLIAMSON
30 yrs Experience, Home Based Local Salon

For All Your Hairdressing and Barbering Needs
Offering the Latest Colonrs and Styling.
Using Professional and Fxclusive Products
Redken and Brazilian Blowout Smoothing System to name but a few
New Clients Welcome.

to book an appointment call me on

07899 864510

please note that a skin test and hatr consultation is vequived before a treatment

FENCING & LANDSCAPING

SUPPLIED - INSTALLED - REPAIRED

Please see website for details:

www.useful-bloke.co.uk
Mark Brooks | ofnce: 01234 sseoss.

Whitworth Way, Wilstead, Bedford.

ALL TYPES OF FLOORING ~ duolagi
IN THE HEART OF SILSOE

123floor

BEDFORDSHIRE

70 YEARS' EXPERIENCE
OF SUPERIOR
FLOORING SERVICE

* EXCELLENCE

* QUALITY
* SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE

An impressive range of
traditional and contemporary
floors for all budgets.

Visit our tranquil showroom
01727 844408 silsoe@123flooor.co.uk

Mansion House, Wrest Park, Silsoe MK45 4HR
Monday-Thursday 8.30am-5.30pm - Other days by appointment

Engineered Wood (herringbone,
parquet), Laminate, Carpets, Stair
Runners, Vinyl, Luxury Vinyl Tiles
(Amtico, Kahrs)

123floor covers Beds and Herts with thousands more samples in our St Albans showroom.

WWW.BEDSFLOORS.CO.UK « WWW.123FLOOR.CO.UK

NAO Cleaning
07411 136691

naoservices111@gmail.com

Hate housework? We love it!

Domestic, Regular & Spring Cleans, Tenancy Beginning & End,
Builder's Cleans, Commercial & Contract.

Free Estimates

Bramble Lodge, 29 Oakley Road, Clapham, MK41 6AN
www.naocleaningservices.co.uk
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Wilfead Pre Schoof

Every Child Deqe\r\lﬁqwe pest Start iy Lite

Al warm, welcoming olfing with lof of learning
opporfunilies, and faniaclic ovldoor area

Morving gegsion: 9.150m - Il.45am | Atfervoon gecsion: 12.45pm - 3.15pm
fleo pvowdm») preakfagt, lunch and afler echool clupe

B 01234 742546
admin@wilglead-preschool.co.uk

early
years
: alliance

Clatrfing atge ic 204 years old. Demand for places i¢ high,
Theregore il ic advigaple fo regidter your child ag coon ag possiple.

Washing Machines

Dryers, Dishwashers
Repairs, Servicing & Sales

Alocal famlly business offering a quality - —

service at a competitive price
Estabisfred TH8T

=5 Tek: Clophill (01525 860148 ——
. or Tim Downing direct on —

07969 545 276

A Member of the White Goods Trads Assocfation. Fully hsured y

a a .l!"h. Trepve 10y
zq..u. Mill Straut, Badford

Big ship, little ship, river or ocean » Safﬂrl
or city break = Bucketlist destinations and
bespoke holidays - and beyond. ..

We can make your dream holiday a reality -

Book lecal with us, and travel the world!

Why book your holiday with us?

= Local, with a shop in Bedford
* Multiple decades of experience and
knowledge in the travel industry
= Award-winning
= We can book many household brands &t no
extra cost, or tailor your heliday |ust for you
= |mpartial advice and personalised service
from enguiry through to return homel

Contact us today for your next holiday enquiry,
or to find out about our local events on inspiring
travel:

01234 326 738 | sales@selecttravelholidays.couk
wwrw selaecttravaelholidays oo uk

>>> Continued from page 3

As such, there are now Enhanced LRGs and LRG
Communities.

The Enhanced LRGs are made up of those wards
and parishes which have land that would need to be
permanently acquired, and land that would be used
temporarily for construction. The LRG Communities are
those that were a part of the previous LRG structure
but now fall outside of having land directly impacted
but allows members to remain informed on the project
and part of the conversation. Renhold has been advised
they are now part of the LRG Communities Group. The
first of two expected webinars this year for this group is
scheduled to take place in late 26th March and feedback

will be shared in a future article.

Highways Improvement Works Update

The Parish Council were pleased to see the work is
underway for the footway works for Hampton Close,
Phipps Close and Morgan Close carried out by the local
authority as part of their capitals work programme
improvement scheme. There have been some snagging
items noticed that have been followed up with Bedford
Borough Council.

TherehasbeencontinualengagementbetweentheParish
Council, senior Highways Officer and Borough Councillors
on the range of highways safety improvements within
the village, looking to implemented. There has been a
further site meeting to keep the dialogue progressing
whilst refinements are made to ensure the works have
maximum benefit.. These include greater double yellow
line coverage and a 20mph zone for the village centre as

some of the items looking to be implemented.

Parish Council Vacancies

There remain vacancies on the Parish Council.

Do you have administration, IT, financial, planning, or
communication skills?

Do you like getting things done?
Can you spare a couple of hours a week (or more if you
have the time)?

If so, we could do with your help. Please get in touch
as shown below or speak to any of the current

Parish Councillors.

Bin Emptying And Dog Fouling

It has been noticed that some bins in the village have
been overflowing recently. The bin emptying is managed
by the local authority who arrange the schedule.



So if you spot an overflowing bin please do kindly report
in, into the Borough Council so they can follow it up, at

www.bedford.gov.uk/environmental-issues/keeping-
bedford-borough-clean/littering-and-bins

If you see an irresponsible dog owner then please also
do remember there are ways to report into the local
authority this information so follow up action can
be taken, there is lots of helpful information on the
Borough Council website here: www.bedford.gov.uk/
environmental-issues/dog-control-and-welfare/other-
dog-issues

Contacting The Parish Council
The bestwayto contactthe Parish Councilistoemail Lizzie

(the Parish Clerk) at: office@wilsteadparishcouncil.org.

Alternatively, you can call 01234 743152 or write to PO
Box 1548, Bedford, MK44 5AX.

Please note the Parish Office (at the rear of the Village
Hall) is open most Mondays, 9am to midday. It is worth
ringing in advance to ensure it is open.

It is always more interesting to attend a Parish Council
meeting in person to see what goes on and understand the
range of items covered in trying to move improvements for
the Wilstead community forwards. Dates and the agenda
are advertised on the village noticeboards, with meetings
usually on a Monday starting at 7pm in the small hall at
Wilstead Village Hall. (Head to the left-hand side of the main
hall building and you will see the door open which is where
the Parish Council will be). Everyone is most welcome

to join us.

A Bedtime Checklist from
Bedfordshire Fire and
Rescue Service

* Close inside doors

* Turn off and unplug electrical appliances not
being used

+ Isthe cooker turned off

* Are the heaters turned off and fire guards
if needed are put up

+ Candles and cigarettes all put out

¢ Keep the door and window keys ‘M7
where you can find them S

» Make sure all exits are clear

*  Phone by bed with an

emergency number to hand Bedfordshire

Fire & Rescue Service

. WHERE CARE AND COMPASSION
% é Social Care Ltd CREATE A BETTER TOMORROW
We are a small family run health and social care provider with over 20 years experience in the care
sector. We provide professional person-centred care for older people, anyone with physical and or
learning disabilities, and those who require support after surgery or during iliness in the comfort of
their own home.
We are based in Bedford and offer our services right here in Wilstead.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

“We are understand how important caring for you or your
loved one can be and how daunting it may seem, that’s
why we always ensure you have the same person looking
after you, for continuity of care and peace of mind”.

e 24 hour live in care

« Supported living

« Palliative care

« Domiciliary care

« Dementia care

« Community engagement
« Companionship

« Errands and shopping

« Post surgery support

* Meal preparation

« Medication support

« Personal care

« Household chores

o Light cleaning and laundry
« Admin and basic IT support
o Transport

o Daysout

Joylene, Register Manager

CONTACT US TODAY

T: 07464 687 056
E: admin@edenvuesocialcare.co.uk
W: www.edenvuesocialcare.co.uk

ommission

Celebrating

15 Years

jc 4/\/\, Of Business

7 High Street, Kempston,
Bedford, MK42 7BT
www.justcomputersonline.co.uk

01234 300007

EMPIRE CARS
BEDFORD

MOTS Now ON SITE
SAVE WHEN BOOKED WITH FULL SERVICE

FREE PICK UP/DROP OFF

SERVICING & REPAIRS
QUALITY USED CAR SALES
0% DEFOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

1 CoTTON END ROAD, WILSTEAD, MK45 3BT
01234 741002 or 07727 258633

WWW.EMPIRECARSBEDFORD.CO.UK

BL 1SS £

Plumbing & Heating

£,
49 .

\\“
I \a%
Alumbing

07805 540432

www.blissplumbing.co.uk
info@blissplumbing.co.uk

< JCitye
i
1€ 1 qualified floiroct line

April 2025
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Caroline’s Childcare

ofE porie . A Safe & Friendly Environment
Caring for Individual Needs

Good Ofsted 2015
Qualified with NVQ 2 & 3 in Early Years in Education
CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Home Based Childcare
Ofsted Registered Childminder
Registered to PACEY

Now offering Free Government Funded
Places for 2, 3 & 4 year olds

01234 742770

carolinebsexton@yahoo.co.uk

Jonathan's
Interior Decorating

Services
WPainting, Wallpapering, Tiling|

. '\;‘f st 1090
Fully insured and
references available.

E / q Please call
’_ & ik \ 07968 659877 or
I 4 | 01234417785

to arrange a quote.

.r DRIVINGSCHOO|N

N\ 07547 990332 B info@catchdriving.co.uk
YOUR LOCAL DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

- ROB CATCHPOLE

- FULLY QUALIFIED DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
- COVERING THE BEDFORDSHIRE AREA

- LESSONS IN A MANUAL CAR

- FLEXIBLE LESSON HOURS/BLOCK LESSONS

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES@

Oil boiler specialist
Breakdown and servicing
Oil boiler installations
Heat pump installations

All heating aspects

Plumbing and full
bathroom installation

Emergency call outs

ames Darmody

our Local Plumber

01234 965769
07832 236678

darmodyplumbing.co.uk

e e

i — e s

T

Wilstead
&Wixams

We are pleased to have
welcomed several new
members since January and
hope that they will persevere
and become budding artists.
As an Art Group we meet just
to enjoy painting or drawing
together with others.

It has a strong social element
and those who come usually go away happier
than when they came!

If you're interested in art and would love to
try out your talent, why not join us? Your first
session is free and, if you decide to continue
and become a member, it will be £3 a session
when you're able to come. We usually meet in
the Village Hall on Mondays from 2pm-4pm.
We don't meet on Bank Holidays.

Our group has members of all abilities, using a
variety of mediums. You might like sketching
in pencil, charcoal, pen and ink, whatever. You
can also paint in watercolour, acrylic or even
oil or a mixed media.

L

Norfolk countfy scene by Michael

Enquiries: Michael Bradley
Mobile: 07526 939164
Email: revmichael14@outlook.com

6 Wilstead Newsletter including Parish Council News



North

Come and join us for a walk. We walk every Saturday
afternoon approximately 6 miles and Saturdays twice
a month in morning for approximately 12 miles.

Summer Walks Please note change of start time
for afternoon walks - Summer start 13:30. Or try our
“Ramble” on first Saturday morning each month - slightly
shorter, slower pace.

APRIL WALKS

SATURDAY 5th > AM Flitwick “Ramble” | 5.5 miles
or PM Ampthill | 6.5 miles

SATURDAY 12th > AM London - Unlock Church walk |
7.5 miles or PM Wilstead | 6 miles

SATURDAY 19th > PM Willen, Milton Keynes | 7.5 miles

SATURDAY 26th > AM Thrapston | 12 miles
or PM Stoke Hammon | 6.8 miles

For our latest walks program visit www.ramblers.org.uk/
go-walking/ramblers-groups/north-bedfordshire-group.

Please bring a drink, snack or lunch as we always have a break.

For more information on our walks telephone:
Margaret Sawyer | 07780 933729 Facebook: North Beds Ramblers
www.ramblers.org.uk/north-bedfordshire

Have you tested your

smoke alarm!

Did you know that you are four times
more likely to die in a house fire if
there is no working smoke alarm?

So why not test your smoke alarm at
the beginning of every month and
tick it off your ‘to do’ list?

It takes seconds to give you and your family
a better chance of surviving a fire.
Ideally, you should be testing this life saving
equipment once a week. Doing it on the first
of the month is a great start.

To All Newsletter
Co-ordinators & Distributors

Ifyouneedtocontactthe Editorialteambecause
of a problem with delivery, please would you
contact wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com. All
members of the Editorial Team have access to
this and you will get a speedy reply.

Age UK Bedfordshire

is the largest older peoples' charity in the County

We have been helping older people for over 30
years with confidential advice and support. We
work with Bedfordshire residents over the age of
50, their families, friends and carers, focusing on
the individual client to ensuring their needs and
wishes are prioritised.

We can provide:

@ Practical assistance around the home and
garden through our home help and
gardening service.

® Information and Advice on Benefit
Entitlement, Health and Housing issues,
Personal Budgets, Legal Matters and
virtually any other matter relating to older
people.

® Home visits to help complete benefit
application forms for people who are unable
to visit our office.

® Community Support Workers who will work
long term with clients who have more
complex needs.

@ In depth advice and support for vulnerable
older people who otherwise would suffer
from living in cold homes.

® Telephone Befriending Network supported
by the Harpur Trust in Bedford Borough.

Qur services are delivered in a caring, friendly
and professional manner, through our team of
fully trained, dedicated staff and volunteers.

If you or anyone you know would like more
information, please contact us

on the number below or visit our website
www.ageukbedfordshire.org.uk

Remember, we are a County wide service!

01234 360510

Age UK Bedfordshire - the name you
can trust!




O{\ L3 %’% rl JE‘
o el p¥ag %
S -‘Q*\ﬂ W ©
Qs

PILATES R

5 2
with K FIT at Wilstead Village Hall S oy, N
Fridays 9.30am ~ 10.30am H
y Spring Lamb Day
Join our award winning company for our Pilates sessions,
where we focus on posture, strength, mobility and core stability. Tha n k you
Our classes are mixed ability, beginners are welcome.
For more information or to book, please contact Katrina On behalf of all the chlldren, staff and parents
at kdanceandfitness@gmail.com, or phone 07967 100603. at Cotton End Forest School, we would like
\ J .
to extend our heartfelt thanks to David
and Barbara Seamark, for your incredible
=== | Dixon ®  caloraee it genc;rogty |in oEeI;ung your farm and home on
[ T * 07712 121 493 our rin am aV.
e | & SONS 0 ciriesedonansons ok pring y

[ N | consTRUCTION LIMITED ® www.dixonandsons.co.uk Your warm welcome to everyone and your

hospitality, provided a truly memorable
experience for everyone involved. The day
provided a wonderful opportunity for the
children and parents to connect with nature,

< New Builds

« Extensions

« Landscaping

« Driveways

« Groundwork and Brickwork Contracts
« Garage Conversions and Alterations

« Chimney Repointing and Repairs

We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service. and we truly appreCIate a” the tlme and effort

o O @ B S @ ExY you put in to making the day so special.
ey ot We would also like to thank the following
Compary Regisaion Number 5025667 companies for their kind donations to support

our event: Empire Cars, Wilstead - Gordon and
Alison Redman - Frank Redman and Sons -
Friendly Nettle Café, Shortstown - Bedford
Town Footbhall Club - Hair by Vincenzo,
Bedford - Tesco Cardington Road, Bedford
- Tick Education - ASG Roofing Specialists
- HCL Catering - The parents of Cotton End

VW Campervan Hire Forest School.

|
]

Based in Wilstead Additional thanks goes to the volunteers who
Spring Promo Code 10% OFF: Wil10 gave up their time for free, Mike and Amy
Y ———— Catchpole, to complete the preparations in order

07974 778559 the for event to go ahead.

@@ @cdimotorcycles Tel: 01462 234222

CD

IMOTORCEYWCILES

WWW.CDIMOTORCYCLES.CO.UK

Graham East

Double Glazing Repairs
Offering a fast, efficient and highly competitive service.

MISTY GLASS UNITS REPLACED

All aspects of double glazing repair work undertaken:
HANDLES[/ LOCKS[/ PANELSE| HINGES[/
CYLINDERS[Y{ GASKET/SEAL REPLACEMENTS [¥|

Unit9

p--- Puﬁ:!f!ging»aﬁ sales of
" Rectory Farm Business Park

+ Motorcycle seryiting l
b N
-, Sipply andittig of tyres Meppershall, Henlow
3 - Central Bedfordshire

SG16 6L)

y YN, =
A Parts andfaccessories

Call Graham for a FREE quotation on: . McAMS apptoved repairer

07764 726824

ROAD! - ROAD RAGING| - ENOURO! - MOTORCROSS



Our February meeting was held in the
afternoon at the Bowls Club with a speaker
Alex Prior who talked about all the items
he collected, with Rocks from Mars to 1st
edition books. He was very interesting and we
were amazed at the amount of items he has
collected over the years.

We were back in the Village Hall for our March
meeting where we had a speaker Kay Goddard
who talked to us about the meaning of quilting
and how it started way back. A most interesting
history lesson.

We had three new members join us and most
welcome they are too. Anyone can join the
WI and come to the meetings to learn about a
variety of subjects or just come along and meet
friends for a cuppa and biscuits.

Visitors are welcome for a fee of £3.00 if we have
no speaker or £5.00, if we do have a speaker
however this concession ceases after the 3rd
visit whereupon membership is available.

We will be holding our AGM next month in the
Village Hall and participating in some Hot Cross
Buns with our tea.

Our speaker will be Mark Harris who is the Chief
Officer for Adult Operational Services for older
people, this could be very interesting.

Our trip to Stratford upon Avon is now fully
booked, fingers crossed for good weather.

The next meeting will be Thursday 1st May
in the Village Hall where we will be having a
members evening.

Karen Cook | President
01234 403936 | karencook3@btinternet.com

Looking for Independent
Mortgage Advice?

- BHM

mortgages tailored to you

BHM Mortgages are independent mortgage brokers
dedicated to giving a friendly and professional service.

Get in touch to arrange a free mortgage review

01234 380421 or 07541 842102
peter@bhmmortgages.co.uk

Burton Harvey Mortgage Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority, Registration number 811767

Mobile Sports and Holistic
Massage Therapist
In the comfort of your own home

New Align

Swedish Massage - Deep Tissue Massage
Indian Head Massage - Pregnancy Massage
Hot Stone Massage - Manual Lymphatic Drainage

LUCY | 07957 644232

Treatments of 30 mins - 45 mins + 1 hour “_——

Fully qualified and insured | Prices start from just £30 [ ‘ \

. 00 YOUR FEET NEED SOME TLC? |

. Then giveus a call...
'o Foothealth

* Professionals
Julie Boscher 01234 740866
Hannah Cooke 07940 738107 :

elitefeetfoothealth@gmail.com

Specialising in Corns, Verrucas,
Hard Skin, Bunions, Nails, etc.

.. WiLSTEAD ™

'VILLAGE HALE

Available for hire during the day and
evenings for CHILDREN'S PARTIES,
FAMILY GATHERINGS, TEA PARTIES

and CLUB MEETINGS, etc.

For information about the hall, rates of hire, . -
T&Cs of hire, to check availability and to make @
@ @ booking request via the diary page, go to: W

» wilsteadvillagehall. org.uk

Any issues or questions,
bookings.wilste vh
WHITE
HART

PRESS

ESTABLISHED 1987

e contact:

For all your Printing requirements ...

58a York Street

£ Plans / Drawings Bedford MK40 3RL

9 01234270465 (f)

Al info@whitehartpress.co.uk

% Wedding Stationery

www.whitehartpress.co.uk




Readers Letter

On the evening of 14th March 2025 around 19.00hrs
our front door was pounded on several times and
then someone roared through the letterbox box.
The voice sounded juvenile.

Obviously it was quite alarming. There was no
sight of anyone outside. We put this down to a
very childish prank. However at 21.45hrs that same
evening it happened again.

We can think of no reason why we should be
targeted other than a clear getaway is possible
from our property.

The perpetrator of this stupid prank should
understand that it is very alarming for the house
occupants be startled like this late at night. It is not
remotely funny to startle people and could lead to
serious consequences both for the startled persons
(especially elderly) and the perpetrator of these
stupid pranks.

Name and address supplied

Editor’s note: This is not the only report we have
received of this type of behaviour, and please
note the police have been informed.

Car Drivers and Horses

Be particularly careful of horse riders,
especially when approaching, overtaking,
passing or moving away. Always pass wide and
slowly. When you see a horse on a road, you
should slow down to a maximum of 10 mph.

Be patient, do not sound your horn or rev your
engine. When safe to so, pass wide and slow,
allowing at least 2 metres of space.

Horse riders are often children, so take extra
care and remember riders may ride in double file
when escorting a young or inexperienced horse
or rider. Look out for horse riders’ signals and
heed a request to slow down or stop.

There was a recent incident at the Stables in
Wilstead, and it was only thanks to the skill of the
horse riders that a serious accident was avoided.
Please be thoughtful when you see horse riders
on the road.

Thank you.

WHL * WILSTEAD SKIP & GRAB SERVICE

A local, independent skip hire company committed to
providing reliable, affordable services across Bedfordshire.

=0
4
=

Skips from £100
various sizes
available

Same or next-day
skip hire

e ®

Over 90% of waste
recycled at our
licensed Waste

Transfer Station

Supply of
aggregates,
including topsoil

You have tried the rest now try the best!

vowor. 01234 740916

(Discount offered for local villages)




- = Wilstead
*:i;% J Bowls Club

We start to play on the green at the end of the
month, the exact date depending on the weather.
Matches against other clubs begin Sunday 27th
April with the first game away to Woburn Sands.
Our first home game is on Tuesday evening 29th
April against Ampthill.

In preparation for the start of the season, we will
have a series of working parties commencing
24th March to ensure that the green and the
surrounding area are ready. There is a lot of
mowing, bench painting and gardening to do!

If there is anyone in the village who has some
spare time and would like to help, the club
would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

This year we are inviting anyone who would like
to try bowling to come along for free on Friday
evenings from 6pm onwards. You only need flat
soled shoes; bowls will be provided and you can
join us afterwards in the bar.

UP AND COMING EVENTS:

Easter themed Coffee Morning
Wednesday 16th April 10.30am -12 noon
£3. All welcome.

Fish & Chip Spoon Drive
Friday 16th May. 5.30pm start.
£7 non-players & £10 players (including spider).

Afternoon tea
Friday 23rd May 2.30pm. £10 per person.
Need to book in advance.

Open Day/Bowls Big Weekend
Sunday 25th May. 2pm - 5pm.
All ages and abilities welcome.

Please keep a look out on the Wilstead Community
Facebook page for more club news and activities
or join us on Facebook - WILSTEAD BOWLS CLUB
or visit our website www.wilsteadbowlsclub.co.uk.

If you need any club
information you can
contact:

Sue Marchant —
Club Secretary 07716 676383
sue@marchantonline.com
www.wilsteadbowlsclub.co.uk

W&H PEACOCK 01234 266 366

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS peacockauction.co.uk

Auction Sales
& Valuations

Valuation, collection and auction
service of individual items
through to complete property and
commercial clearance,

WaH PEACOCK

AU CHONEERS BV

Call for a no obligation quote or :
info@peacockanction.co.uk Eastcotts Park,

Wallis Way,
SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED Bedford, MK42 OPE

@@’L

"4 ACE PEST LIMITED

Fast, efficient, friendly service available
7 days a week with very competifive rates

Genuine local company, established 1988
specialising in all pest problems

Phone: 01234 838391

www.acepestcontrolbeds.co.uk

DAHHEN'S
HANDYMAN SERVICE

/ Carpentry | Painting | Plumbing
Fla

tpack Assembly & General Repairs
- Reliable Property Maintenance

4 NO JOB TOO SMALL! ' ‘

For a friendly and reliable service call q
Darren for a free quote today:

01234 930608 / 07719 556195
& & —

i @ Call for a free estimate:
D Ixo n o 01234 840879
& S o n S @ plumbingandheating@dixonandsons.co.uk

www._dixonandsons.co.uk
PLUMBING & HEATING

W som E
- Boiler Installation [Dixon | o

= Bathroom Design and Installation ==

= Break downs, Repairs and
Maintenance

» Underfloor Heating

We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service.
.......... City2p
o O @ Mm S B @

Call today for a non-obligatory estimate.

References are available on request.
Company Registration Number: 09025667
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P3 Footpath Group
Meetings

The next bi-monthly meetings are on Saturday 5th
April and Saturday 14th June in the Village Hall
(small hall).

There will be a report on each of the 17 public
footpaths and bridleways around the Vvillage
including their current ease of use. If problems
are identified then plans to address these will be
discussed. If any of these problems are too large for
the Group to address then Bedford Borough will be
advised of the problem(s)

Come along if you are interested in helping to keep
the paths around the village usable and see what
this entails. This could be doing a visual survey every
couple of months to identify any problems and / or
help resolve the problem with other members of the
group All are welcome.

Future meetings are planned for Saturday 2nd
August and Saturday 4th October 10.00am.
Working Parties

Working Parties to address issues raised at the
meetings that the Group can tackle will be arranged.
Any material needed to resolve these problems,

e.g. new waymark posts, will be requested from the
Borough Council or purchased by the Group.

If you find any problems when going along the paths
and bridleways around the village please contact
me, see contact details below.

Walks

The March walk was along paths around Chicksands,
both through the woods and through where the
‘Birdcage’ was. This was a large (100+ metres across)
aerial for listening to foreign communications.

The weather was fine and the walk was over firm
ground (i.e. no avoiding large puddles). The optional
post walk refreshment was found in the Greyhoud
in Haynes.

Keep an eye on the posters on the village
noticeboards for details of future walks.

The next walks will be on Sunday 13th April 2.00pm
and Friday 9th May 6.30pm. Meet in the village car
park off Whitworth Way.

Come along if you fancy a wander (4-5 miles) through
nearby Bedfordshire countryside

Nigel Jacobs
Wilstead Footpath Group | 01234 400733

®

L ]

Power Flushing

@

Servicing & Repairs
Bathroom Specialists

®

RVICE

 Plumbing & Heating Engineers
Gas Central Heating Installation

1D

safe

REGISTER

177773

» Water Softeners Supplied & Fitted

For further information or to arrange an estimate
Tel: 01234 219753 or call John 07976 828311 or Tom 07792 934224

Sineway Services Ltd, 11 Risborough Road, Bedford MK41 9QS

Email: info@sinewayservices.co.uk Web: www.sinewayservices.co.uk




Coffee, Tea, Cola, Sugar,
Rice, Baking Soda, Fizzy
Water, Aspirin!

No, not a shopping list for the supermarket but
suggestions for curing house plants that are not
looking their best? Before you finally kill your
plant with a double espresso, why don't you
visit the Wilstead Garden Club on Tuesday 15th
April at 2.30pm.

We will be welcoming our house plant expert
Susie Lickman who has saved many orchids
since her orchid masterclass last year. This year
she will be talking about the hacks for reviving
ailing other plants. We are sure to be surprised
with the ideas. Susie usually brings reasonably
priced plants for sale. Entry is £3 as usual with an
optional raffle at £1 per ticket.

In March we welcomed our horticultural vicar,
Mike Stewart, who gave us a comprehensive and
entertaining talk about making new and free
plants in a variety of ways.

He started with an amusing blessing for the
compost heap. Although we might not be trying
to create new species by pretending to be bees
and collect pollen, experimenting with grafting
looks fun but splitting up large perennials
and revitalising our flower beds could be our
limit. Very useful, given the current prices of
plants to buy.

May is our Plant Swap meeting. If anyone is
splitting up plants and has extras they can't
use, please take care of them and bring them to
the meeting.

Plants can be in pots, other suitable containers
or even wrapped well in waterproof coverings.
Labelling would be handy too.

We hope to see you at our meetings.
Happy gardening.

Wilstead Garden Club Committee

wilsteadgardenclub@hotmail.com

BURR'S
GARAGE LTD.

ESTABLISHED 1974

Service, repairs
and diagnostics

30 IVY LANE, WILSTEAD MK45 3DN

01234 741167 / 07777 656767

NAO Catteries
07411 136691

naoservices111@gmail.com

@ Fully Licensed & Approved

® Heated Pens with Individual Qutside Runs
® Mon-Fri 9-11 to 6-7 Sat 9-11

@ Collection & Delivery Service Available

Bramble Lodge, 29 Quakley Road,
Clapham, Bedford MK41 6AN

www.naocatteryservices.co.uk

INDRAN POOPALAPILLAI
MAS SUPERMARKET
& POST OFFICE

33 Cotton End Road | Wilstead MK45 3BX
*  Free cash withdrawals (all banks) i
Bank balance, deposit cash/cheques

*  Top-ups for electricity, gas, iTunes, mobile phones

Money Grams and commission-free foreign
currency exchange

*  National Express tickets
*  And many other Post Office services!

Our local village store stocks fresh groceries and bakery
products daily. We also offer a wide range of services,
including newspapers, magazines, National Lottery,
photocopying, and much more!

STORE OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday 7:00am-7:00pm

Sunday 7:30am-6:00pm

All services now available
at the Post Office counter,
including:

01234 740210




EST 1985

CLADWINDS LTD

QUALITY CONSERVATORIES AND WINDOWS

Warmer Roof Garden Room Builds

Contact:Malcolm
Tel: 07966 380968
Email: malcolm@cladwinds.com

Applied discounts for the local area

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICE

Domestic & Commercinl Window Cleaning
Sofit & Fucius, Gutters, Conservatory Roofs
Pressure Wshing & Soft Washing

Patio, Drivewuy und Decking Cleaned

Tel /Fax: 01234 743026 Mobile: 07738 983320

JB DOMESTICS

REPAIRSTO..
WASHINGMACHINES h B
DISHWASHERS VEAR
ELECTRIC OVENS ST
TUMBLEDRYERS

NOCALLOUTCHARGE!

Large range of spares carried in stock

PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE 30w rs. £ P

TEL: 01234 840049
M0B: 07778 891490

All Saints Church
United in Faith. Welcoming All

The services have been planned for APRIL
as follows:

Sunday 6th April - 11.00am
Morning Praise | Robert Heley

Sunday 13th April - 11.00am
Holy Communion | Fr Steve Marsh

Tuesday 15th April - 6.30pm
Holy Week Communion | Fr P Messam

GOOD FRIDAY
18th April - 2.00pm
Music and Meditation | Helen H Applegarth

EASTER DAY
Sunday 20th April - 11.00am
Holy Communion | Fr Steve Marsh

Sunday 27th April - 11.00am
Holy Communion | Rev Mike Stephens

Easter is coming and our services reflect that fact.
Please try to attend the extra services.

The Easter Coffee Morning is on Wednesday 16th
April with a visit from an Easter Lamb, an Easter
Egg Hunt and raffle with an Easter Theme. Children
are invited.

If anyone still has a Children’s Society collecting
box from when Jane Wooding used to organise
them, please can you pass it on to Janet Brooks
who will send any monies to the Children’s Society
thank you.

Robert Heley

No part of this newsletter may be reproduced, by any means,
without the prior permission of a member of the editorial team.

This newsletter is published by Wilstead Neighbourhood
Watch, part of Bedford & District NW Association,
in close co-operation with Bedfordshire Police.

The Wilstead Village Website can be found at

www.wilsteadvillage.org.uk

)EAKIN & PECK FLOORING

Family run business with over 20 years experience

=P

FREE QUOTE
Let our passion for flooring help guide you in
transforming your home or work place.

Lee 07925 597605 / Chris 07474 714557

Covering Northampton, Milton Keynes, Bedford and the surrounding areas.
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Wilstead Pre School News

Well spring has made a very
welcome arrival!

It's so lovely to see the children running around
outside enjoying the warmer weather.

This half term we have been very busy learning
all about springtime and we have had some
lovely walks to our allotment to do some planting
and watering the fruit and vegetables we have
growing there.

A huge thanks to Richard and Matt who have put
in all the hard work so our children can enjoy this
experience. The children really love learning all
about how we grow our food. We picked some
purple sprouting broccoli, took it back to pre
school, cooked it and the children tried it. It was
very smelly they said !

They have also enjoyed seeing all the daffodil's
and crocus's growing around the village whilst
out on our walks too.

On our way to the allotment we stood outside the
church talking to the children about the building
and counting the church clock bells.

A lovely gentleman must have seen us and came
to ask if we would like to have a look inside.

| would like to say a big thank you to Ernest
for opening up the church and letting the
children, respectfully, explore the building. They
thoroughly enjoyed this experience and gave the
children lots to talk about when we returned to
pre school. Thank you.

At pre school we have been learning about
Ramadan whatitinvolves and why it's celebrated.

Naz brought some Dates in for the children to try
and also her prayer mat.

Let's just say the dates went down better than
the broccoli.

We've been learning about pancake day, what
it represents and how lent is celebrated. The
children enjoyed the pancakes for their snack.

Continued on page 16 >>>

Newslelleh,
DEADLINE

For any copy, new advertisements or changes to existing advertisements

Friday 18th April

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 2nd May.

Please send items and articles for inclusion in the Wilstead
Newsletter to our dedicated email address:

wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com

Please note that requests for NEW ADVERTS and Advert Changes
should now be sent to Maxine Hendry, as should Payments.

Telaphone, Numbeh Lisk:

To cut out and keep by your telephone.

EMERGENCY 999
CRIME IN PROGRESS 999
Non Emergency Police 101
Police Headquarters 01234 841212
PC Vito Napoli 101
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111
Abandoned Vehicles 01234 221768
Borough Councillor, Graeme Coombes .......... 07815 302318
Borough Councillor, Marc Frost ... 07825 304080

Neighbourhood Watch Central Office............. 01234 842043
Wilstead Good Neighbours 07807 408928

4
Whe: s Whe:
Neighbourhood Watch, Wilstead.

Advertisements & Accounts

MAXINE HENDRY, 17 Hampton Close, Wilstead MK45 3DA
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com &407998

Editor

Crime Prevention News/Information
Local Village News & Information

JACKIE LLOYD, 41A Luton Road, Wilstead MK45 3ER
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com €)742757

Artwork by SIMONE MILLIGAN @) wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com
Printed by WHITE HART PRESS, 58A York Street, Bedford

RECENT CRIME RECORDED
FOR WILSTEAD

®

[ ]

Attempted Burglary
28th February
Luton Road




CARPETS ¢ RUGS # SOFAS ¢ MATTRESSES ¢ END OF TENANCY

CARPETS REFRESHED

*e¢ PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANINGeee

Please ring Daren on 07925 614291
carpetsrefreshed.co.uk

@ Tel: 01234 404096

Mobile: (7876528260

Internal work External Work
Alterations & General Builcing ~ Fascia Soffit & Guttering
Plastering (Artex Removal)

Bathroom & Kitchens Patios
Refurbishment Fencing
Tiling Block Paving
Painting & Decorating Decking

MNS Property Maintenance
Pollards Close, Wilstead, Bedford MK45 3HA

Garage Doors (Remote Control)

(

\_

BESPOKE BUILDERS LTD

providing
Quality Building Work
in Wilstead, Wixams
and surrounding areas

From Small Extensions
to New Builds

Garage Conversions
and Loft Converstons

Telephone: 01234 404706

Mobile: Richard 07710 446831
Jess 07794 480440

www.rwbbuilders.co.uk
contact@Wrwbbuilders.co.uk

J

>>> Continued from page 15

We held our Mother’s Day celebration where we
invited our lovely mums for a cup of tea and a
slice of cake.

We also had our annual sponsored Easter egg
hunt which always goes down a storm with the
children. If you have any sponsor money please
send it into pre school.

Fundraising events coming up:

On Sunday 18th May 2.00-3.30pm we are hosting
a family disco. To be held at Wilstead village hall,
this is open to all, not just those who attend the
pre school.

Parents must stay with their children and it
will suit children up to 7 years. Entertainment,
face painting, snacks and refreshments will be
available. Children can dress in their party wear/
fancy dress, if they wish.

Thisisaticketonly event. £5 per child. Adults free.
Order your tickets by contacting committee@

wilstead-preschool.co.uk.

Please order your tickets promptly so not to be
disappointed!

Friday 27th June our fabulously fun quiz is back.
Our lovely quiz master Sam is planning a fun
evening. Tables of up to 8. £5 per person. Raffle
and bar available.

Contact 07948 565992 or the above email address
to book a table.

We are also in the process of organising a family
fun run. More details in the next edition. Dust off
those trainers and get limbering up. The children
are going to love it !

Once again can | thank all those who support our
pre school. These are challenging times for the
pre school sector so your support is more vital
than ever.

We really do appreciate all the support the village
and beyond gives us.

Thank you

Julia
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