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. The Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service

Santa’'s Coming to Wilstead

Santa and his sleigh will be seen visiting streets
in Wilstead on Friday 12th December from
approximately 5.30pm-8.00pm.

All donations collected will be in aid of Keech
Hospice, our local hospice for adults and children.

We are also looking for volunteers to help collect
on the evening. If you would like to join our team
on the night, please register at: https://register.

enthuse.com/ps/event/Bobsleigh2025
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Royal British Legion
Remembrance Day March

Sunday 9th November

Assembly will take place at Wilstead crossroads
at 10.30am for 10.45am parade to the village
memorial.

A service will be held outside prior to the
11.00am two minutes silence followed by the
internal church service . All are welcome.

Poppy donation points will be situated through
the various outlets in Wilstead and Wixams.

WILSTEAD VILLAGE
CHRISTMAS TREE

Will our tree still be the
best in Bedfordshire?

Come and meet

to the school
children singing
" carols.

Your Co-ordinator is:
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Wilstead Primary School

The leaves are turning in our forest school and
the mornings are becoming chillier at Wilstead
Primary School, but we have lots to look
forward to as Christmas approaches! Over the

next few weeks we will be busy with crafting Party with a_ meal.of a mixed salad, turkey,
and carols along with the normal school ham, and quiche with new potatoes and fresh

business of teaching and learning. fruit salad or strawberry gateaux all prepared
and served by the committee.

»\ Wilstead
s Women's Institute

This month, KS2 are excited to be submitting
500 word stories to the BBC competition as
well as visiting Whipsnade Zoo to support their )
learning in Science. Year 3 will be visiting the so much we thought we would burst. This year

Wilstead bowls club and KS1 will be beginning | Il members were given a 2026 diary with pen
to learn their lines for the annual nativity | that had WILSTEAD Wi printed on it. We had a

performance. We are also enjoying our [ fabulous evening only made possible by our

Our entertainment for the evening was a
Magician and ventriloquist who had us laughing

continuing partnership with the English National | committee shopping, making up the food,
Opera, and will be submitting our compositions | serving and of course washing up, so well done
at the start of December. and thank you to all of you.

While the weather may be grey, our children Our next meeting is on Thursday 6th November

the weather, and we continue to smile, learn | Welcome ,we start at 7.30pm in the village hall.

and play! Our trip to see the Christmas lights in London is
Mrs Webb now fully booked.
Deputy Headteacher Karen Cook | President

01234 403936 | karencook3@btinternet.com

Wilstead Primary School

INTRUDER ALARMS, ACCESS CONTROL, CCTV,
SAFES, DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS, KEY CUTTING

TRUE ASSET PROTECTION HERTS — BEDS — BUCKS
Your Local Approved 01462 422500
Alarm C ompany www.southeastsecurity.co.uk

NSI @ ST s, UNIT 6, STATION APPROACH

V @ i HITCHIN, HERTS, SG4 9UW

&Y | v | - VIsA

"G‘éi’-s[; m"gf:;‘m Chas Accredited

A family business estab¥fshed for 30 years

in the area. Systems designe d amnd installed
to PDE662:2010 and BS8243:2010. insurance
company recogris ed.

Key clients include...
Bedfordshire Pofice
Centmf Bedfordshire Coun cif
Bedford Borough Council
Bedfordshire Schools
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Wilshamstead Parish Council

Major Gas Main Replacement
Works Update

The Parish Council having been advised that
there will be gas main replacement works taking
place on Bedford Road towards the roundabout
and down along Cotton End Road as far as Ivy
Lane, have at the time of writing been informed
that the work will be commencing on site on
10th November 2025. Please note at present,
the Parish Council have not seen any formal
notification of the associated road or traffic
management plans for the duration of the
works. It is usual, and expected that signage
giving advance notice will be in situ in advance
of the works starting.

It does mean there is likely to be significant
disruption caused to traffic flow and access
in the village for the duration of the works.
The Parish Council do believe that traffic
management signals will be in place whilst this
project is ongoing.

As and when more information is known from
Cadent, the Parish Council will update the
Wilstead community via this Newsletter, the
Parish Council website and noticeboards along
with social networks.

Planning Application For Up To 149
Houses At Duck End Lane

The Parish Council have engaged and
employed the services of an experienced
planning consultant to provide professional
support in putting forward more technical
and robust challenge to the local authority to
the current planning application at Duck End
Lane. The comprehensive document will be
submitted as additional objection comments
and representations being made by the Parish
Council to the local authority.

This application remains being considered by
the local authority, with a planning application
number 24/01566/MAO Outline application
with all matters reserved, except access, for the
erection of up to 149 dwellings and associated
works at Land On The East Of Duck End Lane.

Continued on page 4 >>>

Bad Hair Day?
Lety malee vt oo Good Hair Doy
GAYE WILLIAMSON
30 yrs Experience, Home Based Local Salon

For All Your Hairdressing and Barbering Needs
Offering the Latest Colonrs and Styling.
Using Professional and Fxclusive Products
Redken and Brazilian Blowout Smoothing System to name but a few
New Clients Welcome.

to book an appointment call me on

07899 864510

please note that a skin test and hatr consultation is vequived before a treatment

FENCING & LANDSCAPING

SUPPLIED - INSTALLED - REPAIRED

Please see website for details:

www.useful-bloke.co.uk
Mark Brooks | ofnce: 01234 sseoss.

Whitworth Way, Wilstead, Bedford.

BD123flo0r

70 YEARS' EXPERIENCE
OF SUPERIOR
FLOORING SERVICE

* EXCELLENCE

* QUALITY
* SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE

ALL TYPES OF FLOORING ~ duolagi
IN THE HEART OF SILSOE

An impressive range of
traditional and contemporary
floors for all budgets.

Visit our tranquil showroom
01727 844408 silsoe@123flooor.co.uk

Mansion House, Wrest Park, Silsoe MK45 4HR
Monday-Thursday 8.30am-5.30pm - Other days by appointment

Engineered Wood (herringbone,
parquet), Laminate, Carpets, Stair
Runners, Vinyl, Luxury Vinyl Tiles
(Amtico, Kahrs)

123floor covers Beds and Herts with thousands more samples in our St Albans showroom.

WWW.BEDSFLOORS.CO.UK « WWW.123FLOOR.CO.UK

NAO Cleaning
07411 136691

naoservices111@gmail.com

Hate housework? We love it!

Domestic, Regular & Spring Cleans, Tenancy Beginning & End,
Builder's Cleans, Commercial & Contract.

Free Estimates

Bramble Lodge, 29 Oakley Road, Clapham, MK41 6AN
www.naocleaningservices.co.uk
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Wilfead Pre Schoof

Every Child Deqe\r\lﬁqwe pest Start iy Lite

Al warm, welcoming olfing with lof of learning
opporfunilies, and faniaclic ovldoor area

Morving gegsion: 9.150m - Il.45am | Atfervoon gecsion: 12.45pm - 3.15pm
fleo pvowdm») preakfagt, lunch and afler echool clupe

B 01234 742546
admin@wilglead-preschool.co.uk

early
years
: alliance

Clatrfing atge ic 204 years old. Demand for places i¢ high,
Theregore il ic advigaple fo regidter your child ag coon ag possiple.

Washing Machines

Dryers, Dishwashers
Repairs, Servicing & Sales

Alocal famlly business offering a quality - —

service at a competitive price
Estabisfred TH8T

=5 Tek: Clophill (01525 860148 ——
. or Tim Downing direct on —

07969 545 276

A Member of the White Goods Trads Assocfation. Fully hsured y

>>> Continued from page 3

To submit additional comments of your own

please send them to_planning@bedford.gov.uk.

To view the additional comments made by the
Parish Council these will be available on the
Bedford Borough Council planning portal at

www.bedford.gov.uk/planning-and-building-
control/planning-applications/search-plans

a a .l!"h. Trepve 10y
zq..u. Mill Straut, Badford

Big ship, little ship, river or ocean » Safﬂrl
or city break = Bucketlist destinations and
bespoke holidays - and beyond. ..

We can make your dream holiday a reality -

Book lecal with us, and travel the world!

Why book your holiday with us?

= Local, with a shop in Bedford
* Multiple decades of experience and
knowledge in the travel industry
= Award-winning
= We can book many household brands &t no
extra cost, or tailor your heliday |ust for you
= |mpartial advice and personalised service
from enguiry through to return homel

Contact us today for your next holiday enquiry,
or to find out about our local events on inspiring
travel:

01234 326 738 | sales@selecttravelholidays.couk
wwrw selaecttravaelholidays oo uk

Village Improvements Update

As usual there continues to be a number of items
going on behind the scenes at the Parish Council
on a number of different local matters, below is
just an example of some items being worked on:

*  Continued maintenance work at Huckle's
Meadow to enable this area to be accessible
to the community for all to enjoy

* New benches due to be installed across
some village locations to improve the seating
provision

* Marking of Remembrance with poppies
displayed on street columns, donation
to British Legion and attendance at
Remembrance service

+ Installation of additional festive lighting on
street columns in the village

* Reporting a range of highways matters to
the local authority Highways Helpdesk

* Follow up liaison with local authority

enforcement team regarding a hazardous
tree

« Support with local facility looking to improve
and enhance space for community use

Have You Thought About Joining The
Parish Council...?

It is a great time to think about joining the Parish
Council, which currently has Councillor vacancies
and the Council would be very interested to
hear from residents who want to get involved
and have their say on village matters, you might:

* Like to see improvements to your local area
« Orhave aninterest in improving certain local
provisions or services

* Have ideas on enhancing the Vvillage
environment



* Want to be involved, when Bedford Borough
Council allocate new housing through the
Local Plan process

* Maybe are really concerned about traffic and
highways safety in the village.

The Council really would like to have greater
representation to make sure your voice is heard.
There is also lots of support available for new
Councillors as well.

If you are interested in taking a more active
role in the village, supporting with parish
improvements and have ideas on how to help
move Wilstead forwards, then the Parish Council
would really like to hear from you. Do please
make yourself known to the Clerk, Lizzie at:

office@wilsteadparishcouncil.org

Contacting The Parish Council

The best way to contact the Parish Council is
to email Lizzie (the Parish Clerk) at: office@
wilsteadparishcouncil.org

Alternatively, you can call 01234 743152 or write
to PO Box 1548, Bedford, MK44 5AX

Please note the Parish Office (at the rear of
the Village Hall) is open most Mondays, 9am to
midday. It is worth ringing in advance to ensure
it is open.

It is always more interesting to attend a Parish
Council meeting in person to see what goes on
and understand the range of items covered in
trying to move improvements for the Wilstead
community forwards. Dates and the agenda
are advertised on the village noticeboards, with
meetings usually on a Monday starting at 7pm
in the small hall at Wilstead Village Hall. (Head
to the left-hand side of the main hall building
and you will see the door open which is where
the Parish Council will be). Everyone is most
welcome to join us, with next meeting scheduled
for, 24th November, and 5th January.

Also please remember to view regular updates
published on local matters through the
Wilstead Parish Council website, do visit www.

wilsteadparishcouncil.org to see the latest
news and helpful information.

EDENVUE
Social Care Ltd

We are a small family run health and social care provider with over 20 years experience in the care
sector. We provide professional person-centred care for older people, anyone with physical and or

learning disabilities, and those who require support after surgery or during iliness in the comfort of
their own home.

We are based in Bedford and offer our services right here in Wilstead.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

e 24 hour live in care

« Supported living

« Palliative care

« Domiciliary care

« Dementia care

« Community engagement
« Companionship

« Errands and shopping

« Post surgery support

« Meal preparation

« Medication support

« Personal care

« Household chores

o Light cleaning and laundry
o Admin and basic IT support
o Transport

o Daysout

“We are understand how important caring for you or your
loved one can be and how daunting it may seem, that’s
why we always ensure you have the same person looking
after you, for continuity of care and peace of mind”.

Joylene, Register Manager

CONTACT US TODAY

T: 07464 687 056
E: admin@edenvuesocialcare.co.uk
W: www.edenvuesocialcare.co.uk

reQuality
ommission

Celebrating

15 Years

jc 4/\/\, Of Business

7 High Street, Kempston,
Bedford, MK42 7BT
www.justcomputersonline.co.uk

01234 300007

EMPIRE CARS
BEDFORD

MOTS Now ON SITE
SAVE WHEN BOOKED WITH FULL SERVICE

FREE PICK UP/DROP OFF

SERVICING & REPAIRS
QUALITY USED CAR SALES
0% DEFOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

1 CoTTON END ROAD, WILSTEAD, MK45 3BT
01234 741002 or 07727 258633

WWW.EMPIRECARSBEDFORD.CO.UK

BLISS&R

Plumbing & Heating Ltd

%

e

® plymbing

01234 860 220

www.blissplumbing.co.uk

info@blissplumbing.co.uk
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Carolme’s Childcare
B i S A Safe & Friendly Environment
Y oo Caring for Individual Needs
Qualified with NVQ 2 & 3 in Early Years in Education
CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Home Based Childcare

Ofsted Registered Childminder
Registered to PACEY

Now offering Free Government Funded
Places for 2, 3 & 4 year olds

01234 742770

carolinebsexton@yahoo.co.uk

NEWBURY BULLDING SERVICES

QUALLTY LOCAL BUILDERS & DECORATORS - OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERTENCE

BRICKWORK

CARPENTRY & JOINERY

, INTERTOR PAINTING & DECORATING
GENERAL REPAIRS & RENDVATIONS

Free Estimates - No Obligation

07801 690135

davidjnewbury@btinternet.com

Q. B, DRIVINGSCHOO|[N

N\ 07547 990332 B info@catchdriving.co.uk
YOUR LOCAL DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

- ROB CATCHPOLE

- FULLY QUALIFIED DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
- COVERING THE BEDFORDSHIRE AREA

- LESSONS IN A MANUAL CAR

- FLEXIBLE LESSON HOURS/BLOCK LESSONS

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

i il boiler specialist
Breakdown and servicing 4
Oil boiler installations
Heat pump installations |
All heating aspects

Plumbing and full
bathroom installation

Emergency call outs

ames Darmody

our Local Plumber

01234 965769
07832 236678

darmodyplumbing.co.uk

n-.n

Wilstead Pre School News

Well the first half term has been a very busy one!
All the children have now settled really well into
Pre School and are embracing all that it has to
offer. It has been wonderful getting to know all
our new families and it was lovely to have so
many join us for our stay and play sessions.

This half term we will be learning about the
season of winter, arctic animals/countries and
all the celebrations coming up which of course
means our fantastic Christmas nativity. Always
an afternoon never to be missed!

Speaking of Christmas please DO JOIN us for
our annual Christmas Bazaar Saturday 6th
December Wilstead Village Hall 12-3pm.

It will be an afternoon of Christmas magic for all
the family to enjoy. We have some lovely stalls
selling Christmas gifts/cards, lots of games and
craft for the children to enjoy, delicious turkey
baps all washed down with some mulled wine!
And of course our wonderful Father Christmas.
To book a slot please phone Pre School 01234
742546 or email admin@wilstead-preschool.
co.uk.Pleasebook earlytoavoid disappointment!
Please do come along and support us, it will be
lovely to see you there.

On Saturday 7th March we will be holding our
quiz night at the village hall. As always a fun
quiz and entertaining evening awaits you. Bring
your own nibbles £5 per person to enter, bar
available. To book a table please contact Pre
School or 07948 565992.

Can | give a special thank you to Mrs Benton
and her granddaughter who have knitted and
donated some wonderful story sacks for the
children to enjoy. They really are just beautiful
(my favourite is The Tiger Who Came To Teal)
The children have absolutely loved watching the
story come alive with our new knitted friends!
Thank you so much for all your hard work it
really is appreciated.

Looking forward to seeing you all at our
Christmas Bazaar Saturday 6th December 12-3
at the village hall.

Julia.



North
P2 RAMBLERS

Come and join us for a walk. We walk every Saturday
afternoon approximately 6 miles and Saturdays twice
a month in morning for approximately 12 miles - or try
our “Ramble” on first Saturday morning each month -
slightly shorter, slower pace.

Please note change of start time for afternoon
walks - Winter start 13:00.

REGULAR OCTOBER WALKS

1st NOVEMBER AM “Ramble”, Wilstead, 4.5 miles,
PM Wilstead, 6.5 miles

8th NOVEMBER AM Potton, 13 miles
PM Swineshead, 6 miles

15th NOVEMBER PM Stagsden, 6.5 miles
22nd NOVEMBER PM Ravensden, 5 miles followed by AGM

29th NOVEMBER AM Bradwell Abbey 12 miles,
PM Harrold, 6 Miles

For our latest walks program visit www.ramblers.org.uk/go-
walking/ramblers-groups/north-bedfordshire-group.

Please bring a drink, snack or lunch as we always have a break.

For more information on our walks telephone:
Margaret Sawyer | 07780 933729 Facebook: North Beds Ramblers
www.ramblers.org.uk/north-bedfordshire

4 )
ﬂ ‘B Bedford

»vabodbank

Together with Trussell

HELP SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK.
Bedford Foodbank provides emergency food parcels for
local individuals and families facing hardship.

Donate an item or two from our shopping list, ensuring
we can provide food for people facing hardship in your
community.

Help to cover the costs of storing and distributing food
as well as developing sustainable projects.

SHOPPING LIST
Jars of coffee | tinned rice pudding | tinned tuna
long life fruit juice | jars of cooking sauces
tinned potatoes | bars of chocolate
cup-a-soup | Pot Noodles.

BEDFORD FOODBANK
8/9 Murdock Road | Manton Industrial Estate
Bedford MK41 7PE Office: 01234 268569
Bedford.foodbank.org.uk

. J

Age UK Bedfordshire

is the largest older peoples' charity in the County

We have been helping older people for over 30
years with confidential advice and support. We
work with Bedfordshire residents over the age of
50, their families, friends and carers, focusing on
the individual client to ensuring their needs and
wishes are prioritised.

We can provide:

@ Practical assistance around the home and
garden through our home help and
gardening service.

® Information and Advice on Benefit
Entitlement, Health and Housing issues,
Personal Budgets, Legal Matters and
virtually any other matter relating to older
people.

® Home visits to help complete benefit
application forms for people who are unable
to visit our office.

® Community Support Workers who will work
long term with clients who have more
complex needs.

@ In depth advice and support for vulnerable
older people who otherwise would suffer
from living in cold homes.

® Telephone Befriending Network supported
by the Harpur Trust in Bedford Borough.

Qur services are delivered in a caring, friendly
and professional manner, through our team of
fully trained, dedicated staff and volunteers.

If you or anyone you know would like more
information, please contact us

on the number below or visit our website
www.ageukbedfordshire.org.uk

Remember, we are a County wide service!

01234 360510

Age UK Bedfordshire - the name you
can trust!
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& CHAIR PILATES
with K FIT

at Wilstead Village Hall

PILATES
Tuesdays | 9.30~10.30am

CHAIR PILATES
Tuesdays | 10.45~11.30am

PILATES
Fridays | 9.30~10.30am

Join our award winning company for our
Pilates sessions, where we focus on posture,
strength, mobility and core stability.

Our classes are mixed ability, beginners are welcome.

For more information or to book, please contact
Katrina at kfitbookings@outlook.com

or phone 07967 100603.

——_ VW Campervan Hire
3 Based in Wilstead
Spring Promo Code 10% OFF: Wil10

www.hireacampervannow.co.uk
07974 778559

Graham East

Double Glazing Repairs
Offering a fast, efficient and highly competitive service.

MISTY GLASS UNITS REPLACED

All aspects of double glazing repair work undertaken:
HANDLES[/ LOCKS[/ PANELSE| HINGES[/
CYLINDERS[Y{ GASKET/SEAL REPLACEMENTS [¥|

Call Graham for a FREE quotation on:

07764 726824

All Saints Church
United in Faith. Welcoming All

The services have been planned as follows
for NOVEMBER:

Sunday 2nd November | 11.00am
Sunday 9th November | 11.00am

Remembrance Service preceded at 10.45 with a
ceremony at the War Memorial for the Laying of
wreaths in memory of those who gave their lives in
two World Wars and after.

Sunday 16th November | 11. 00am
Sunday 23rd November | 11.00am
Sunday 30th November | 11.00am

We are unable at this stage to say whether the services
will be Morning Praise or Holy Communion. It is
dependent on the availability of clergy.

The Soup and Pud Lunch was very successful.
There were 5 different sources of soup and some
delicious puddings.

In November we return to 10.30am on Wednesday
19th November for our Coffee Morning and on
Wednesday 17th December there will be a Christmas
themed Coffee Morning again at 10.30am. These will
be in the Chapter House.

Looking further ahead we are planning our usual
Christmas Tree Festival and Autumn Extravaganza.
This will be on Saturday 29th November from 12.00
onwards.

There will be the usual stalls plus a Hamper Raffle and
delicious refreshments.

Robert Heley
- @  Call for an estimate:
-- D|xon « 07712 121493
[ [ | + 01234 840879
s | & SONS 0 ciriesedionantsons couk
[ N | consTrucTION LIMITED www.dixonandsons.co.uk
« New Builds = \
« Extensions Im
« Landscaping " ey
« Driveways ’ -

« Groundwork and Brickwork Contracts =
« Garage Conversions and Alterations

« Chimney Repointing and Repairs

We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service.

We 0 @ B o @ =N g

Call today for a non-ohligatory estimate.
References are available on request.
(Company Registration Number: 09025667




Wilstead Players

It is with regret that | have to announce that the
final curtain has come down on Wilstead Players!

Wilstead Players have been entertaining people
living in Wilstead and the surrounding area for
well over fifty years. Many of the actors living in
the area took part in plays of all genre - comedies,
tragedies and classical - including pantomimes
and music halls. Not forgetting revues and the very
successful murder mystery dinners.

The decision was made at a recent Extraordinary
General Meeting when it was decided to dissolve
The Players. This was prompted by events taking
place over the last few years. There was difficulty
in selecting the right plays for our audiences, the
lack of actors coming forward to take part, together
with insufficient backstage support personnel to
assist. But above all our audiences were reducing
in numbers.

All in all, we were an aging society, with aging
audiences and insufficient younger people
coming forward to tread the boards and support
The Players. Unfortunately, it is the trend in lots
of areas and lack of audiences do not make a
successful organisation.

All it remains now is to distribute the assets
including costumes, properties, scenery and
lighting, which is being undertaken by a caretaker
committee and to thank everyone for their support
over the years.

Chairman's last words on behalf everybody...
..it has been great fun!

Colin West
Chairman | November 2025

Looking for Independent
Mortgage Advice?

- BHM

mortgages tailored to you

BHM Mortgages are independent mortgage brokers
dedicated to giving a friendly and professional service.

Get in touch to arrange a free mortgage review

01234 380421 or 07541 842102
peter@bhmmortgages.co.uk

Burton Harvey Mortgage Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority, Registration number 811767

Mobile Sports and Holistic
Massage Therapist
In the comfort of your own home

New Align

Swedish Massage - Deep Tissue Massage
Indian Head Massage - Pregnancy Massage
Hot Stone Massage - Manual Lymphatic Drainage 4

LUCY | 07957 644232

Treatments of 30 mins - 45 mins + 1 hour
Fully qualified and insured | Prices start from just £30 “\ -

: D0 YOUR FEET NEED SOME TLC?

. Then giveus acall...
'O

Foothealth

* Professionals
Julie Boscher 01234 740866
Hannah Cooke 07940 738107 :

elitefeetfoothealth@gmail.com .

Specialising in Corns, Verrucas,
Hard Skin, Bunions, Nails, etc.

WILSTEAD"

Available for hire during the day and
evenings for CHILDREN'S PARTIES,
FAMILY GATHERINGS, TEA PARTIES

and CLUB MEETINGS, etc.

For information about the hall, rates of hire, @ =
T&Cs of hire, to check availability and to make @
@ @ booking request via the diary page, go to: N

"+ wilsteadvillagehall.co. uk

Any issues or questions, please contact:
hookings.wilsteadvh@gmail com

PRESS

ESTABLISHED 1987

For all your Printing requirements ...

¥ Stickers/ Labels
Vinyl Banners
% Roller Banners

¥ Stationery
¥ Flyers /Leaflets
# Business Cards
oamex / Correx Signs
mbroidery
¥ Orders of Service

58a York Street
Bedford MK40 3RL

% Wedding Stationery

@) 01234270465 (p)

Al info@whitehartpress.co.uk

www.whitehartpress.co.uk




: Wilstead Senior ANNUAL

: Citizens’ Annual

BRI 1 PIRTY 2
Wednesday 14th

: January 2026 %{%

: The Trustees of the Wilstead Endowed Charities :
: warmly invite all our senior residents (that's :
: everyone aged 60 and over) to this year's Annual :
: Tea Party. Wednesday 14th January 2026, :
: 3.00pm Wilstead Village Hall :

There will be plenty to enjoy, delicious afternoon
: tea, entertainment, a raffle, and a special :
: performance by the children from Wilstead :
: Primary School. :
: And to start things off in style guests will be
: welcomed withacomplimentary glass of Prosecco :
: or Bucks Fizz on arrival. :
Further details will be included in future village :
: newsletters and displayed on the noticeboards, :
: but for now, please save the date! :
: We look forward to seeing you there for another :
: fantastic community afternoon.

. o
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Hands On November

The Garden Club will be having a practical activity
at their meeting on Tuesday 18th November.
With seasonal refreshments we are sure creative
ideas will give amazing results. To set us on the
right track, Dot will be giving us a starting idea.
She brought some items that would be useful to
bring to the meeting. If you wish to come to this
meeting and are not a regular member and want
to know what to bring, please contact us. Entry
will be £3 as usual with an optional raffle

Our October meeting was the annual quiz. Mary
promised that it was easy but it was still tricky. The
discussion of the answers between the 31 members
was quite animated and very good natured. As
usual there were no prizes but everyone had fun.
Between the quiz rounds members were able
to enjoy a range of delicious cakes made by Viv
and ably served by the kitchen ninjas. Also a sign
up sheet for the Christmas meal was circulated,
payment is due at our November meeting, so let
us know if you missed the quiz and want to come.

We look forward to seeing you at our meetings.

Wilstead Garden Club Committee
wilsteadgardenclub@hotmail.com

WHL * WILSTEAD SKIP & GRAB SERVICE

A local, independent skip hire company committed to
providing reliable, affordable services across Bedfordshire.

=0
4
=

Skips from £100
various sizes
available

Same or next-day
skip hire

e ®

Over 90% of waste
recycled at our
licensed Waste

Transfer Station

Supply of
aggregates,
including topsoil

You have tried the rest now try the best!

vowor. 01234 740916

(Discount offered for local villages)




News from the Pews

In October our listening and sharing group, Ready
to Share” met in HeBrews Café in church to explore
the theme of Sharing: Ourselves. We listened and
shared ideas about being our natural selves, how
our Christian beliefs affect our life choices and
help us to be kind and sincere towards others in
our world.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, 11th November.
Doors open at 1.45pm for a 2pm start. Hot drinks
and cakes will be served. Everyone welcome. Our
topic is “Ready to Share: Our Challenges”. We finish
at 3pm prompt. Please contact us if you would like
further information.

We were happy to welcome our local village
residents to our café on the day of the village
jumble trail. Our cakes, biscuits and lollies were
very popular with the young people who enjoyed
showing their adults around our beautiful church.

Saturday, 29th November will be our “Christmas
Tree Extravaganza” with craft stall, fancy goods,
home-made treats, grand raffle and our ever-
popular chocolate tombola! Hot lunches and light
refreshments will be served in the Chapter House.
This is a wonderful opportunity to come together
in your village church, have fun, and meet people.
We look forward to welcoming you.

If your group are including a Christmas Tree we are
setting up on Friday, 28th November from 10am.

Sunday, 30th November at 3pmisour Advent Carol
Service, featuring well-known carols, readings
and poems and, of course Christmas jumpers,
bobble hats and antlers! Afterwards, HeBrews
will be serving mince pies, drinks and other
seasonal treats. A great way to begin our journey
to Christmas! Café Tin donations go towards our
Team charity, “Embrace the Middle East.”

Please contact us at the address below if you would
like to have a chat with a local Minister, a Home
Communion, Baptism, Confirmation, or a Wedding.
We are available to discuss funeral arrangements.

Helen Harbron-Applegarth
Lay Minister | Elstow Team
Elstow Team Ministry

01234 261477
vicar@elstow-abbey.org.uk

01234 266 366

peacockauction.co.uk

W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

Auction Sales
& Valuations

Valuation, collection and auction
service of individual items
through to complete property and
commercial clearance,

WaH PEACOCK
AUCT IONELKS & VALIEE
Call for a no obligation quote or

info@peacockanction.co.uk Eastcotts Park,

Wallis Way,

SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED

Bedford, MK42 OPE
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SERVICES OFFERED:
Kitchen - Bathrooms

</ ONE TIME
</ WEEKLY

</ BI-WEEKLY ] Dusting - Mopping
</ MONTHLY 1 Vacuuming & more!

(RS S . / ontact Natalie
%E@@%@

o

DARREN' €
HANDYMAN SE
A — FlaCarpentrv | Painting | Plumbing

tpack Assembly & General Repairs
- Reliable Property Maintenance

g NO JOB TOO SMALL!

For a friendly and reliable service call

Darren for a free quote today: \ q
01234 930608 / 07719 556195

N @ call for an estimate:
D Ixo n * 07712 121493
* 01234 840879
& S o n S © plumbingandheating@dixonandsons.co.uk
PLUMBING & HEATING www.dixonandsons.co.uk
- Boiler Installation
- Bathroom Design and Installation
= Break downs, Repairs and
Maintenance
* Underfloor Heating
- Standard Boiler Services

We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service.
.......... ci
We @ @ MmO ®

Call today for a non-obligatory estimate.

References are available on request.
Company Registration Number: 09025667




Milton Keynes National
Trust Association

Are you a member of the National Trust? Even
if you aren’t, you can join our local association
in Milton Keynes that arranges visits to National
Trust properties and places of special interest,
lectures, holidays, and social events. Money
raised through our activities are used to support
National Trust projects.

National
Trust

We meet once a month on the first Thursday of
each month from 2.00pm to 4.00pm at Oak Tree
Centre, Wallinger Drive, Shenley Brook End, Milton
Keynes MK45 7GZ, and scheduled lectures (£3 for
members and £4 for non-members) include:

6TH NOVEMBER 2025
Kate Wills, The Fallen Choristers

The story of how the Kings College Cambridge
Nine Lessons and Carols came about. The King's
College Cambridge Nine Lessons and service was
established in 1918 by Eric Milner-White to bring
more imaginative worship to the college after World
War I. While the service format originated at Truro

Cathedral in 1880, Milner-White adapted it for the
King's College Chapel, intending to offer comfort
and a spiritual connection to the community after
the war. The first service took place on Christmas
Eve 1918 and has been broadcast on the radio
since 1928.

5TH FEBRUARY 2026
Paul Rabbitts FRSA FLI

Talking about London’s Royal Parks. Author of
books on the history of parks and the iconic
Victorian & Edwardian bandstand. Prolific public
speaker.

5TH MARCH 2026
Alan Biggins

On foot through the intelligence zone. He is a local
author who has studied how Bletchley Park and
other localities invented and used radar to listen
in to German war plans and contributed to us
winning WW2

In addition, the association members have
informal “Coffee and Natter” morning meetings
held at different locations each month with
details provided via e-mail.

®

L ]

Power Flushing

@

Servicing & Repairs
Bathroom Specialists

®

RVICES

 Plumbing & Heating Engineers
Gas Central Heating Installation

» Water Softeners Supplied & Fitted

LTD

safe

REGISTER

177773

For further information or to arrange an estimate
Tel: 01234 219753 or call John 07976 828311 or Tom 07792 934224

Sineway Services Ltd, 11 Risborough Road, Bedford MK41 9QS

Email: info@sinewayservices.co.uk Web: www.sinewayservices.co.uk




Wilstead Village Hall

Following our appeal for volunteers to give
some time to support Ben the caretaker and the
Committee with small jobs in the Village Hall,
we would like to thank Pat, Jim and Lynda for
doing so. Already they have helped us with drain
clearance and gardening.

Have you ever wondered what groups hire the hall
regularly which you could join in with?

e  MONDAY - Over 60s Table Tennis (not for
beginners), Art Club, Yoga

e TUESDAY - Pilates and Chair Pilates (see
advert in Newsletter), Garden Club (monthly),
Martial Arts

*  THURSDAY - Stay & Play (young children &
adults), Ladies Craft and Natter, Wilstead WI
(monthly)

* FRIDAY - Pilates (see advert in Newsletter),
Sunshine Club (for senior citizens) or
Community Café (drink, cake and chat
for all ages)

o SUNDAY - Elstow Table Tennis Club

For further information about any of these, please
contact Angela (contact details below).

Don't forget that we still need new faces on the
Committee with fresh ideas about how to run the
Hall. Many of the present committee will probably
retire next year, so now is a good time to join us
and learn how the hall works. No Committee next
year means NO hall for local people to use!

A reminder that to find any information about the
hall, T's & C's, rates of hire, hall availability and to
make a booking via the On-line Diary etc., please

visit: wilsteadvillagehall.co.uk.

We would greatly appreciate potential hirers using
the online booking system and NOT emailing the
Admin team, run by volunteers.

Barbara Seamark | Chairperson

seamarkbarbara@gmail.com | 07709 573475

Angela Fosbrook | Secretary

fosbrookangela@gmail.com | 01234 294692

BURR'S
GARAGE LTD.

ESTABLISHED 1974

Service, repairs
and diagnostics

30 IVY LANE, WILSTEAD MK45 3DN

01234 741167 / 07777 656767

NAO Catteries
07411 136691

naoservices111@gmail.com

@ Fully Licensed & Approved

® Heated Pens with Individual Qutside Runs
® Mon-Fri 9-11 to 6-7 Sat 9-11

@ Collection & Delivery Service Available

Bramble Lodge, 29 Quakley Road,
Clapham, Bedford MK41 6AN

www.naocatteryservices.co.uk

INDRAN POOPALAPILLAI
MAS SUPERMARKET
& POST OFFICE

33 Cotton End Road | Wilstead MK45 3BX

All services now available

at the Post Office counter,

including:

*  Free cash withdrawals (all banks)

*  Bank balance, deposit cash/cheques

*  Top-ups for electricity, gas, iTunes, mobile phones

Money Grams and commission-free foreign
currency exchange

*  National Express tickets
*  And many other Post Office services!

Our local village store stocks fresh groceries and bakery
products daily. We also offer a wide range of services,
including newspapers, magazines, National Lottery,
photocopying, and much more!

STORE OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday 7:00am-7:00pm

Sunday 7:30am-6:00pm

01234 740210




EST 1985

CLADWINDS LTD

QUALITY CONSERVATORIES AND WINDOWS

Warmer Roof Garden Room Builds

Contact:Malcolm
Tel: 07966 380968
Email: malcolm@cladwinds.com

Applied discounts for the local area

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICE

Domestic & Commercinl Window Cleaning
Sofit & Fucius, Gutters, Conservatory Roofs
Pressure Wshing & Soft Washing

Patio, Drivewuy und Decking Cleaned

Tel /Fax: 01234 743026 Mobile: 07738 983320

JB DOMESTICS

REPAIRSTO..

WASHINGMACHINES 1
DISHWASHERS YEAR
ELECTRIC OVENS BUARANTEE
TUMBLEDRYERS

NOCALLOUTCHARGE!

Large range of spares carried in stock

PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE 30w rs. £ P

TEL: 01234 840049
M0B: 07778 891490

No part of this newsletter may be reproduced, by any means,
without the prior permission of a member of the editorial team.

This newsletter is published by Wilstead Neighbourhood
Watch, part of Bedford & District NW Association,
in close co-operation with Bedfordshire Police.

The Wilstead Village Website can be found at

www.wilsteadvillage.org.uk

We're in the month of
Remembrance and so our
painting this month is of poppies.
They look spectacular in colour
if you could see them. If you're
interested in art and would love
to try out your talent, why not
join us? Your first session is free
and, if you decide to continue
and become a member, it will
be £3 a session when you're able
to come. We meet in the Village Hall on Mondays
from 2pm-4pm. We don't meet on Bank Holidays.
Our group has members of all abilities, using a
variety of mediums. You might like sketching
in pencil, charcoal, pen and ink, or painting by
numbers. You can also paint in watercolour,
acrylic or even oil. Meeting in the large hall makes
it a safe space to work in and we are well spaced
out. May | remind members and new people that
we do have a small variety of art resources for
your use so, if there is anything you haven't got or
would like to experiment with, we may be able to
help. If you need it, several of our members will
help and encourage you in whatever your artistic
endeavours happen to be.

Wilstead
&Wixams

Poppies by Jacquie

o Enquiries:

. Michael Bradley
07526 939164
revmichael14@outlook.com

FREE QUOTE
Let our passion for flooring help guide you in
transforming your home or work place.

Lee 07925 597605 / Chris 07474 714557

Covering Northampton, Milton Keynes, Bedford and the surrounding areas.
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Wilstead P3 Footpath Group

Meetings

The next meeting of the Footpath Group will be
in the Village Hall, small hall, on Saturday 29th
November at 10.00am.

Come along if you are (or might be?) interested in
helping to keep an eye on the 11 miles of Public
Rights of Way (both Public Footpaths and Public
Bridleways) in and around the village and report on
any problems you come across. You will be made
welcome!

Footpath Work

Asnormal any problems highlighted atthe meetings
will be addressed and any work required to rectify
them, and making the path easily walkable again,
will be organised. Assistance of Bedford Borough
Rights of Way team may be requested should there
be problems too large for the Group to tackle.

Walks

The 4-5 mile October walk was around Ampthill
starting in Ampthill Park and going through the
Park and along the top of the escarpment to
the top of Kings Wood. This section of the walk
gave great views north over the countryside
towards Bedford.

From Kings Wood the route went back to Ampthill
along field edge paths and through Ampthill
Cemetery!. The optional post walk refreshments
were found at The George, Maulden.

The remaining 2025 walk will be on Sunday 23rd
November. Meet at Whitworth Way car park at
10.30am. The route has yet to be checked and
finalised (possibly Rowney Warren or Chicksands
Wood) so keep an eye out for posters on the Village
noticeboards at the Village Hall and Crossroads.

There will also be the traditional New Years
Day morning wander along the Footpaths and
Bridleways around the village. Again keep an eye
out for details / posters on the Village noticeboards
and in future Newsletters.

Nigel Jacobs
Wilstead Footpath Group | 01234 400733

Newslelleh,
DEADLINE

For any copy, new advertisements or changes to existing advertisements

Friday 21st November

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 5th December.

Please send items and articles for inclusion in the Wilstead
Newsletter to our dedicated email address:

wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com

Please note that requests for NEW ADVERTS and Advert Changes
should now be sent to Maxine Hendry, as should Payments.

Telaphone, Numbeh Lisk:

To cut out and keep by your telephone.

EMERGENCY 999
CRIME IN PROGRESS 999
Non Emergency Police 101
Police Headquarters 01234 841212
PC Vito Napoli 101
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111
Abandoned Vehicles 01234 718359
Borough Councillor, Graeme Coombes .......... 07815 302318
Borough Councillor, Marc Frost ... 07825 304080

Neighbourhood Watch Central Office............. 01234 842043
Wilstead Good Neighbours 07807 408928

4
Whe: s Whe:
Neighbourhood Watch, Wilstead.

Advertisements & Accounts

MAXINE HENDRY, 17 Hampton Close, Wilstead MK45 3DA
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com &407998

Editor

Crime Prevention News/Information
Local Village News & Information

JACKIE LLOYD, 41A Luton Road, Wilstead MK45 3ER
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com €)742757

Artwork by SIMONE MILLIGAN @) wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com
Printed by WHITE HART PRESS, 58A York Street, Bedford
_________________________________________________________________|]

RECENT CRIME RECORDED FOR WILSTEAD

29/09/25
Malicious Communication
Briar Bank Park

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The Wilstead Newsletter volunteer team do not accept
any responsibility for adverts or items placed in this publication.




LOCAL LOCKSMITH

07860482994

SPECIALIST IN UPVC GEMINI
& COMPOSITE DOORS LOCK & SAFE

SAFES - LOCKS - HANDLES (MITHg

ANTI SNAP CYLINDERS - WINDOWS \90 ({%

REALIGNMENT & SERVICE ,@ ><
FREE SURVEY AND QUOTE '% MLA §
k 01234 262625 | APPROVED COMPANY |

| LICENSE NO: 001662 |

Tel: (1234 404096
Mobile: (7876528260

External Work

CMNS >

Internal work

Alterations & General Builcing ~ Fascia Soffit & Guttering
Plastering (Artex Removal) Garage Doors {(Remote Control)
Bathroom & Kitchens Patios

Refurbishment Fencing

Tiling Block Paving

Painting & Decorating Decking

MNS Property Maintenance
Pollards Close, Wilstead, Bedford MK45 3HA

(

BESPOKE BUILDERS LTD

providing
Quality Building Work
in Wilstead, Wixams
and surrounding areas

From Small Extensions
to New Builds

Garage Conversions
and Loft Converstons

Telephone: 01234 404706

Mobile: Richard 07710 446831
Jess 07794 480440

www.rtebbuilders.co.uk

contact@Wrwbbuilders.co.uk
g J

Wilstead Players' History

In 1970-1 when the Whitworth Way area was
being developed a lot of young people moved into
the village and a like-minded group of them got
together and decided to form an amateur Drama
Group and so the Wilstead Players was formed.

The group went from strength to strength staging
a wide range of productions from serious plays
such as ‘The Crucible’ to the more light hearted
comedies of Alan Ayckbourne with Revues,
Pantomimes and Olde Tyme Music Halls occurring
along the way. Productions with large casts were
always favourites as they involved more members
and brought more of their friends and relatives
into the audience. Murder Mystery evenings were
also popular as they also included a 3-course meal
(did people come for the drama or for the meal?)

The Players also entered Drama Festivals often
winning trophies.

In order to attract young players the society held
Saturday morning sessions for Juniors led by a
professional drama coach. As well as productions
the Players also had an active social side with after
show parties (they were fun) barbecues (with burnt
sausages) and quizzes. When the new village hall
was built the fact that there was an active drama
group meant that the players were involved with its
design and now Wilstead has one of the few village
halls in the area with a usable stage and wings.

Unfortunately as time passed the membership
aged and dwindled. People travelled further to
and from work and worked longer hours and
it became increasingly difficult to attract new
and younger members. Most of the founder
members had passed on or moved away. Eventually
it was decided at an Extraordinary General
meeting to bring down the curtain for a final time
after 54 years.

Who knows what the future may hold. With more
people now working from home maybe they will
want the social interaction, friendship, love of
theatre and joy of treading the boards that an
amateur drama group can provide and maybe a
village drama group will rise again.

Chris & Mark Haines
Members since 1972
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