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Wilstead Village Hall

During this quieter period, we have been using the
time to do some necessary painting, decorating and
spring cleaning. We would like to thank our hirers for
bearing with us. We would also like to give a big thank
you to Brian (and Sandra) as the Hall continues to look
smart for all hirers and users.

You might have observed some new notices about
parking at the Hall carpark. Please may | take this
opportunity to remind everyone that the carpark is
reserved for people using the Hall at that time. It is not
for general public usage, even when empty. Please do
not be tempted to park your car, even for a very short
period, when you see it empty and the gates open. New
hirers may be arriving any minute or the gates might be
about to be closed and your car stuck inside!!! Thank you
for your cooperation on this matter.

Don't forget if you are hiring or about to make a booking
to use the hall, that from Monday 1st April, payment to
hire the Hall starts from the moment the hirer steps into
the Hall and up to the moment it is vacated. As in line
with the majority of other halls, there will not be any ‘free’
time from that date for preparation or clearing away.
Only our regular hirers will have a special arrangement.

Sandra Spinks | Chairperson
sanschambers@hotmail.com | 07853 395939

Angela Fosbrook | Secretary

angela.fosbrook@ntlworld.com | 01234 294692
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WILSTEAD & WIXAMS

First item is the publication of our notice of
our AGM, to be held at Wilstead Village Hall on
Thursday March 21st starting at 7.00pm.

All are welcome to attend and raise questions etc.
and to stand for any of the committee posts, all of
which will become vacant as per usual.

If you would like to stand for a committee post
please make this known to a current committee
member beforehand if possible.

Next Wilstead Cafe dates in the Village Hall are
Friday 9th February, Friday 23rd February,
Friday 8th March and Friday 22nd March at the
normal times 2.00pm to 3:30pm. And don't forget
Wixams at the Lakeview Village hall every Tuesday
10:30am to midday. All ages welcome!

Regards to all.

Rick Baxter | Chairman | 01234 740854
WWGNS Phone 07807 408928

The Kingsbridge Educational Trust

Willow Grove Primary School Consultation Report

Thank you to those who responded to the consultation. The Kingsbridge Educational Trust (KET) Board
of Directors considered all responses received and agreed that they still wished to enter into a Funding
Agreement with the Department for Education in preparation for the opening of Willow Grove Primary
School in September 2024. A full report of the consultation and determined admission arrangements can

be viewed at: www.willowgrove.school/consultation
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Wilstead
&Wixams

Why not consider doing some
art in 2024? As an Art Group we
meet just to enjoy painting or
drawing together with others.
It has a strong social element
and those who come usually go
away happier than when they
came! If you're interested in art
and would love to try out your
talent, why not join us?

Your first session is free and,
if you decide to continue and
become a member, it will be £3 a session when you're
able to come. We usually meet in the Village Hall on
Mondays from 2.00pm-4.00pm. We don’t meet on
Bank Holidays.

Our group has members of all abilities, using a variety
of mediums. You might like sketching in pencil,
charcoal, pen and ink, whatever. You can also paint
in watercolour, acrylic or even oil or a mixed media.
Do whatever you like. We'd love you join us.

Country scene in
watercolour
. by Audrey

SPRING LAMB DAY

Sunday 17th March | 11.00am to 3.00pm
Manor Farm, Ivy Lane, Wilstead, MK45 3DS
Supporting Cotton End Forest School
£5 per person - under 2s free
Visit and feed the lambs.

BBQ and refreshments available plus lots more to see and do!

Cladwinds Limited

We are excited to be opening our new windows,
doors and conservatory showroom site at Seasons
Garden Centre, Wilstead. Working with the Garden
Centre Management Team the back area of the
ground is being re generated to include our new
show site.

Included is the warmer roof style warm room build
we complete for many happy customers throughout
the year. Upgrading your existing polycarbonate or
glass roof with our Warm roof System provides a
comfortable and practical all year round room.

The new show site will complement our existing
Garden Centre at Leighton Buzzard. Opening at the
beginning of March we look forward to welcoming
new local customers. Cladwinds have been working in
the local area and four counties since 1985. Reviews
of our works can be found on our website www.
cladwinds.com. Please contact Malcolm Patrickson
07966380968 to discuss any requirements you may
have. Genuine discounts on glazing and warm roofs
will be applied.

TRUE ASSET PROTECTION
Your Local Approved
Alarm Company
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NACOSS MANAGEMENT

GOLD 0142
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Chas Accredited

A family business estab¥fshed for 30 years

in the area. Systems designe d amnd installed
to PDE662:2010 and BS8243:2010. insurance
company recogris ed.

Key clients include...
Bedfordshire Pofice
Centmf Bedfordshire Coun cif
Bedford Borough Council
Bedfordshire Schools

-E" INTRUDER ALARMS, ACCESS CONTROL, CCTV,
SAFES, DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS, KEY CUTTING

HERTS — BEDS — BUCKS
01462 422500

whwww.southeastsecurity.co.uk

UNIT 6, STATION APPROACH
HITCHIN, HERTS, 5G4 SUW
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Wilshamstead Parish Council

Universal Studios
Recent Announcement

Following the recent public announcement about
Universal Studios building a new theme park at the
former Stewartby brickworks site, the Parish Council
is mindful that whilst this will bring a lot of excitement
and opportunity to the local area, it may also bring
some worry and uncertainty to the local community,
particularly around impact on the local road network
which is already busy.

Engagement from senior staff at Universal Studios
with Bedford Borough Council as well as with Borough
Councillors has already been forthcoming, with
Universal staff making themselves accessible and
willing to answer any questions and understanding
the importance of community engagement.
Parish Councillors have already been invited to and
attended a face-to-face meeting with representatives
which was done so that Universal could understand
first-hand the concerns from Wilstead. Universal are
meeting with each local parish individually to hear
any worries and offer reassurance on how these
items will be managed in the planning and
development phases.

The application in terms of planning permissions will
be administered through central government and
not the local authority, with a target build timeline
of 2027 through to a projected opening in 2030. It's
anticipated there will be up to 30,000 construction
jobs created, 10-12,000 full time jobs when the park
is open, and we're told each job has a knock-on effect
of a further 1.5 jobs in the local community.

The management of visitors and employees to the
theme park are a key part of the infrastructure
considerations which involve looking at access
routes, as well as light and noise pollution. The Parish
Council is assured that transport infrastructure is a
key part of their plan, the Universal business is built
on return visitors, so it's not in their interests to have
a poor transport experience. We have also been
reassured with regard to noise and the design of
the site such that you can't hear noise from one part
of the park to the other, so it won't bleed over into
surrounding villagers.

Borough Ward Councillors are heavily involved with
this project and the Parish Council will be closely
monitoring the development of this proposal, even
at this very early initial stage, and will keep residents
up to date through the usual different platforms with
information.

Continued on page 4 >>>

Bad Hair Day?
Lety malee vt oo Good Hair Doy
GAYE WILLIAMSON
30 yrs Experience, Home Based Local Salon

For All Your Hairdressing and Barbering Needs
Offering the Latest Colonrs and Styling.
Using Professional and Fxclusive Products
Redken and Brazilian Blowout Smoothing System to name but a few
New Clients Welcome.

to book an appointment call me on

07899 864510

please note that a skin test and hatr consultation is vequived before a treatment

FENCING & LANDSCAPING

SUPPLIED - INSTALLED - REPAIRED

Please see website for details:

www.useful-bloke.co.uk

Mark Brooks | office: 02234 sseoea

Whitworth Way, Wilstead, Bedford.

ALL TYPES OF FLOORING ~ duolagi
IN THE HEART OF SILSOE

123floor

BEDFORDSHIRE

70 YEARS' EXPERIENCE
OF SUPERIOR
FLOORING SERVICE

* EXCELLENCE
* QUALITY
* SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE

An impressive range of
traditional and contemporary

floors for all budgets. Visit our tranquil showroom

01727 844408 silsoe@123flooor.co.uk

Mansion House, Wrest Park, Silsoe MK45 4HR
Monday-Thursday 8.30am-5.30pm - Other days by appointment

Engineered Wood (herringbone,
parquet), Laminate, Carpets, Stair
Runners, Vinyl, Luxury Vinyl Tiles
(Amtico, Kahrs)

123floor covers Beds and Herts with thousands more samples in our St Albans showroom.

WWW.BEDSFLOORS.CO.UK « WWW.123FLOOR.CO.UK

NAO Cleaning
07411 136691

naoservices111@gmail.com

Hate housework? We love it!

Domestic, Regular & Spring Cleans, Tenancy Beginning & End,
Builder's Cleans, Commercial & Contract.

Free Estimates

Bramble Lodge, 29 Oakley Road, Clapham, MK41 6AN
www.naocleaningservices.co.uk
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Wilfead Pre Schoof

Every Child Deqe\r\lﬁqwe pest Start iy Lite

Al warm, welcoming olfing with lof of learning
opporfunilies, and faniaclic ovldoor area

Morving gegsion: 9.150m - Il.45am | Atfervoon gecsion: 12.45pm - 3.15pm
flco providing, preakfadt, lunch and afler school clupg

© 01234 742546
mdmin@wilchd-precchool.co.wk

Clatrfing atge ic 204 years old. Demand for places i¢ high,
Theregore il ic advigaple fo regidter your child ag coon ag possiple.

early
years

: alliance

Washing Machines

Dryers, Dishwashers
Repairs, Servicing & Sales

Alocal famlly business offering a quality —
service at a competitive price /;_:._»:._-;
Estabiished 1987

' =% Tel: Clophill (015) 860148 =
. =

or Tim Downing direct on

07969 545 276

A Member of the White Goods Trads Assocfation. Fully hsured y

\

r

Driveway
Rejuvenation Ltd

Council Contractor
All aspects of Surfacing
and Civil Engineering

Tarmac
Blocks

Gravel

Experts in transforming
your existing drive to new

01234 742662
07912 444621

193 Cotton End Road, Wilstead

Card payments accepted

\. J

>>> Continued from page 3

If you have any specific questions or comments on
anything relating to this announcement then please
feel free to share these with the Parish Council, Parish
Clerk or Borough Council Ward members so we can
take them forwards to Universal.

Bedford Borough Council
Local Plan Latest

As advised in the previous article the Government
Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State who
heard numerous local representations on the
Borough Local Plan throughout June and September
2023, including representations from Wilshamstead
Parish Council, deemed the intended local planning
strategy framework up to 2040 not to be sound. The
Parish Council understands that Borough Council
Planning Policy Officers are continuing to work hard
on the next steps with at the time of writing no formal
announcement made on what these are to be.

It is expected the update on the Local Plan next
steps will be made by the Borough Council by March
2024, and it is also expected that the December
announcement from Universal Studios intending
to build a theme park in Bedford borough will be a
factor that is now included in the strategic planning
framework document.

As usual the Parish Council will keep residents
updated on this important item, but do head to this
page if you wish to see the latest news: www.bedford.

gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-

policy/local-plan-2040-examination/examination-
latest-news

Reminder Grants For Rural
Businesses And Organisations

Please do remember there are a number of useful
funding opportunities available that would benefit
many members of the Village community so it is
really worth taking some time and finding out more.
Local grants awarded from a new initiative called the
Rural England Prosperity Fund can provide capital
funding to:

* support new and existing rural businesses to
develop new products and facilities that will be of
wider benefit to the local economy. This includes
farm businesses looking to diversify income
streams.

* support new and improved community
infrastructure, providing essential community
services and assets for local people and
businesses to benefit the local economy.



The funding levels available are up to £5,000 and
£25,000 depending on your project, it would be
really great to see important local village matters
identified, and improvements made, through the use
of this fund. To find out more head to www.bedford.

gov.uk/business/invest-bedford/rural-england-
prosperity-fund:

If you are interested in this fund, do keep the Parish
Council up to date, as it would be good to understand
more about the types of local projects being put
forward and if the Parish Council can assist in any
way to support.

Bedfordshire Police - Safer Streets

One of a number of ways the local Police are trying to
improve safety is through this initiative which covers
a range of items, with full details available here:

www.bedfordshire.pcc.police.uk/safer-streets/
It is part of a campaign that is working on:

* Provide property marking burglary reduction
packages to community officers and Bobby
scheme to issue to vulnerable residents/victims
of burglary.

* Provide property marking business security packs
to farms and businesses in rural areas via officers
when they are dealing with vulnerable victims or
a victim of theft.

* Invest in training in Watch Schemes throughout
Beds and expand to create a rural watch
scheme enabling residents to become additional
visible deterrents and collate information and
intelligence to submit to the force.

Contacting The Parish Council

The best way to contact the Parish Council
is to email Lizzie the Parish Clerk at office@
wilsteadparishcouncil.org. Alternatively, you can
call 01234 743152 or write to PO Box 1548, Bedford,
MK44 5AX.

Please note the Parish Office (at the rear of the
Village Hall) is open most Mondays, 9am to midday.
It is worth ringing in advance to ensure it is open
and remember the next Parish Council meetings are
planned for Mondays, 12th February, 11th March,
15th April, 13th May, 10th June and 22nd July.
As always, they will be held at 7.00pm in the Small
Hall of the Village Hall. Members of the Public are
always welcome to attend and to raise any issues of
concern during the ‘Open’ part of the meeting.

Graham East

Double Glazing Repairs
Offering a fast, efficient and highly competitive service.

Handles [/
Locks [/
Panels [/
Hinges [/]
Cylinders [/

Gasket/Seal [/]
Replacements

All aspects of double glazing Over
repair work undertaken:

Misty glass units replaced A
Draughty windows and doors Experience
Restrictors « Security upgrades
Opening/closure issues resolved

Door furniture » uPVC damage

and much, much more...

Celebrating

15 Years

jc J\/\/\, Of Business

7 High Street, Kempston,
Bedford, MK42 7BT
www.justcomputersonline.co.uk

01234 300007

EMPIRE CARS
BEDFORD

MOTS Now ON SITE
SAVE WHEN BOOKED WITH FULL SERVICE

FREE PICK UP/DROP OFF

SERVICING & REPAIRS
QUALITY USED CAR SALES
0% DEFOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

1 CoTTON END ROAD, WILSTEAD, MK45 3BT
01234 741002 or 07727 258633

WWW.EMPIRECARSBEDFORD.CO.UK

BL 1SS £

Plumbing & Heating

{z.
4@

\\\
2, 1D
Plumbing

07805 540432
www.blissplumbing.co.uk | : Cit!f?}

Guilds
1€ 1 Qualified =

info@blissplumbing.co.uk
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Caroline’s Childcare

ore porie . A Safe & Friendly Environment
Caring for Individual Needs

Qualified with NVQ 2 & 3 in Early Years in Education
CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Home Based Childcare
Ofsted Registered Childminder
Registered to PACEY

Good Ofsted 2015

Now offering Free Government Funded
Places for 2, 3 & 4 year olds

01234 742770

carolinebsexton@yahoo.co.uk

Jonathan's
Interior Decorating

: : Services
\._._Ig’ain ting, Wallpapering, Tiling

% Est 1099

r'.‘

e Fully insured and

\ references available.

o Please call
A A 07968 659877
N \ to arrange a quote.

.r DRIVINGSCHOO|N

N 07547 990332 B info@catchdriving.co.uk
YOUR LOCAL DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

- ROB CATCHPOLE

- FULLY QUALIFIED DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
- COVERING THE BEDFORDSHIRE AREA

- LESSONS IN A MANUAL CAR

- FLEXIBLE LESSON HOURS/BLOCK LESSONS

PDarmody

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES
N

ames Darmody

our Local Plumber

Oil boiler specialist
Breakdown and servicing
Oil boiler installations %
Heat pump installations

All heating aspects

Plumbing and full
bathroom installation

Emergency call outs

01234 965769
07832 236678

darmodyplumbing.co.uk
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' Wilstead Endowed
: Charities - Tea Party

: Although a provisional date of 13th March for the :
: 2024 Tea Party was proposed before Christmas, the :
: amount of organising still to do by a reduced number of :
Trustees means that there is some uncertainty that all :
: the arrangements can be made in time. :

Therefore, to be on the safe side, it has been decided to
: have a Tea Party later in the year. :

: As well as giving the Trustees more time to organise :
: a 2024 Tea Party that will compare favourably with :
: previous Tea Parties it will mean that everyone will be :
able to get home in daylight, (even the clearer-uppers!).

: Apologies if you had planned around the provisional :
: 13th March date. Hopefully the Trustees will be able :
: to confirm a summer date (i.e. May, June or July) in the :
: next Newsletters. :

: Trustees and Money

: Normally, as per the rules of the Charities formalised :
: with the Charity Commission in 1895, there are nine :
: Trustees. Five are Representative Trustees who are :
: nominated by the Parish Council and three more are :
: nominated by these Representative Trustees. The :
remaining Trustee is normally the Vicar of All Saints :
: Church, Wilstead or in their absence a member of the :
: Parochial Church Council. :

: The first benefaction/gift was by William Tompson who :
left money in his will to set up the Charities in 1596 . :
: This gift was the ‘rent from a cottage where George :
: Linford lived' ‘and from a meadow called Crossmeade’. :

Theserents provided in total £5 per year to be distributed
: amongst the poor of the Parish. £2.50 at Christmas and :
: £2.50 at Easter. :

: Over the centuries further gifts of money, land and :
property were made to the Charities which provided :
: money for the Church, the Education of village children :
: as well as more money for the Poor. In the early 20th :
: century most of these assets were disposed of and the :
: money invested, leaving the Charities with a ten acre field, :
: Crowsley's Field, which is between Wilstead and Elstow.

: How the Charity was run prior to 1895 is somewhat ‘lost
: in the mist of time’,
Currently the Charities income is around £1,000 per :
: annumwhich is distributed amongst the three branches :
: of the Charities. The Education branch income is spent :
: on things for Wilstead School, The Church part of the :
: income goes to All Saints Church and the Poor part of :
¢ the income is now spent on the Tea Party. :

Previous to circa 2000 the Poor income was distributed
¢ amongst 10 poor parishioners who received around £10 :
: each at Christmas. The Trustees decided that identifying :
: who were the ten poorest residents was difficult and so :
: the Tea Party for all the older residents of the village :
: was started.

Nigel Jacobs | Wilshamstead Endowed Charities

.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

Going once,
going twice, sold!

So how do you become an auctioneer?
Qualifications in history and art can give you a
general understanding of antiques, but no college
or university course can really prepare you for
the cut-and-thrust of a live auction environment.

Most auctioneers learn the ropes by working
as a ‘porter’ (salesroom assistant) or auction
administrator for several years before being
thrown in at the deep end, often with just an hour’s
notice that they'll be taking the day's sale. It may
sound harsh, but according to old hands it's the
only way to learn!

As an auctioneer, you'll need to be numerate, fast
and have your wits about you! On a busy day you
may be handling more than 1000 lots and with
each sale taking an average of just 10 seconds, and
packed ‘audiences’ jostling to get a bargain, you
can't afford to miss that bid from the back.

Nowadays Peacocks’ Auctioneers also have to deal
with online bids coming in thick and fast from
across the world. Certain sales also attract phone
bidders, competing against the room, all vying for
the auctioneer’s attention.

It's the auctioneer’s job to get the best price for
every lot and the confidence and enthusiasm of the
auctioneer can make all the difference and turn a
successful sale into an entertaining event.

Q: What do you have to know to be an auctioneer?
A: Lots

W&H Peacocks hold weekly auction sales in Bedford
every Saturday and in St Neots every Thursday
commencing at 10am. See www.peacockauction.
co.uk for further information.
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We have been helping older people for over 30
years with confidential advice and support. We
work with Bedfordshire residents over the age of
50, their families, friends and carers, focusing on
the individual client to ensuring their needs and
wishes are prioritised.

We can provide:

@ Practical assistance around the home and
garden through our home help and
gardening service.

® Information and Advice on Benefit
Entitlement, Health and Housing issues,
Personal Budgets, Legal Matters and
virtually any other matter relating to older
people.

® Home visits to help complete benefit
application forms for people who are unable
to visit our office.

® Community Support Workers who will work
long term with clients who have more
complex needs.

Age UK Bedfordshire

is the largest older peoples' charity in the County

® In depth advice and support for vulnerable
older people who otherwise would suffer
from living in cold homes.

® Telephone Befriending Network supported
by the Harpur Trust in Bedford Borough.

Qur services are delivered in a caring, friendly
and professional manner, through our team of
fully trained, dedicated staff and volunteers.

If you or anyone you know would like more
information, please contact us

on the number below or visit our website
www.ageukbedfordshire.org.uk

Remember, we are a County wide service!

01234 360510

Age UK Bedfordshire — the name you
can trust!
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Fridays 9.30am ~ 10.30am

Join our award winning company for our Pilates sessions,
where we focus on posture, strength, mobility and core stability.
Our classes are mixed ability, beginners are welcome.

For more information or to book, please contact Katrina
at kdanceandfitness@gmail.com, or phone 07967 100603.

\
. @  call for a free estimate:
-- D IXon + 01234 840879
[ T * 07712 121 493
I ONS  © enguiriesedironandsons.co.uk
N | consTRUCTION LIMITED www.dixonandsons.co.uk

< New Builds

« Extensions

« Landscaping

« Driveways

« Groundwork and Brickwork Contracts

« Garage Conversions and Alterations

« Chimney Repointing and Repairs

We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service.
g @ @ M@ 9 @E
Call today for a non-obligatory estimate.
References are available on request.
(Company Registration Number: 09025667
OE D4
SILSOE DANCE SCHOOL%\\,S Ne
J
Classes in ...
! \J'--/ %
Ballet, Ta o
, Tap a3

Jazz & Freestyle \ =~
Adult Tap / KJ

Classes held at Silsoe Village HaII}
For more information or to book a free taster session please
contact: Katie 07949 156341
or email silsoedanceschool@gmail.com

IDTA

International Dance Teachers Association me mber

Silsoe Dance School ... teaching children

and adults to dance since 1999

SUNDAY BARBERING IN'WIXAMS

@ Tel: 01234981565
29wk © wrenhair@hotmail.com
S ® _wrenhairwixams_
(l 9 Entrance of Wixams Retirement Village, Bedford Rd Mk426ea

https://bookings.gettimely.com/beautyatwren/bb/book
B S|

Days and Gardens to Look
Forward to in 2024

The January meeting of the Wilstead Garden Club
started off with some excitement as despite the
freezing temperatures, the first blooms of daffodils
had been seen in the Village and Kempston.

It is a timely reminder that bulbs have their own
energy stores and will grow when the time is right,
evenifthey are not planted! If you have any unplanted
bulbs find them now and get them in a happy place
to give you the beautiful blooms. We have seen
Amaryllis grow and flower unplanted in the gift box.

Our January meeting was a Nosh and Natter with
exceedingly nice warm scones and a chance to catch
up, talk about the highs and lows of last year and
share hints, tips and advice.

Overall 2023 seemed a patchy year with similar plants
and trees either having abundance or total failure.
We also heard about a half and half plum tree and
plants escaping to seek more favourable conditions.
A very entertaining meeting.

The programme for 2024 was discussed. Meetings are
on the 3rd Tuesday of each month except August and
December. June, July and August are out and about
months but otherwise we meet in the Village Hall at
2.30pm.

February | Bedford's Garden of Eden (Panacea Society)
March | Looking After Orchids

April | My Experience as a Horticulturalist

May | Plant Swap

June | Garden Visit to Beck House, Wrestlingworth
July | Visit to Panacea Society date to be arranged
August | Village Open Gardens

September | Gardening in 100 Objects

October | Quiz (note new month)

November | Garden Themed Christmas Decorations

December (3rd) | Christmas Meal

We hope you find something of interest and we look
forward to seeing you. Entry £2 with an optional raffle
for £1 per ticket.

Maralyn, Lynda, Mary, Viv, Julie, Annette, Chris.
Wilstead Garden Club Committee

wilsteadgardenclub@hotmail.com
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Wilstead Bowls Club

We are glad we are now into February with the
days starting to draw out again.

Our Short Mat Thursday Evening League is
progressing and we are now two-thirds of the way
through the season. We won't go into how the
three Wilstead teams are faring on the whole, but
the team | play for is the strongest, we're propping
up the rest of the league! We are still playing our
friendly club games on Tuesday and Wednesday
afternoons and Friday evenings

Socially, during January we held a Saturday
evening quiz with 14 very competitive teams, and
our regular coffee morning.

A date you might want to put in your diary is our
Rummage and Brunch on Saturday 17th February
between 11am and 1pm just follow the smell of
the bacon and sausage rolls.

In March, we are looking to put on a Race Night
on Saturday 23rd March and Easter bonnet
decorating with hot cross buns on Thursday 28th
March.

Children from Wilstead Lower School will again be
coming to try out short mat during late February
and into March. This time it's year 4.

If you fancy coming to give us a look we sit behind
the allotments in Jubilee Way opposite the playing
fields. This time of the year Friday evenings after
7.30pm is a good time.

If you need any information please
use the number below.

Sue Marchant
Secretary 07716 676383

RECENT CRIME RECORDED
FOR WILSTEAD

Between 13th December and 14th January

Criminal damage to a vehicle
Bedford Road | 1st January 2024

Crime recorded for nearby villages
Wixams | 4 crimes reported

Mobile Sports and Holistic
Massage Therapist
In the comfort of your own home i

New Align fam

Swedish Massage - Deep Tissue Massage
Indian Head Massage - Pregnancy Massage ;
Hot Stone Massage - Manual Lymphatic Drainage #*

LUCY | 07957 644232 B

Treatments of 30 mins - 45 mins + 1 hour
Fully qualified and insured | Prices start from just £30

: D0 YOUR FEET NEED SOME TLC? |
: . Then giveus acall... :
'o Foothealth

* Professionals
Julie Boscher 01234 740866
Hannah Cooke 07940 738107

elitefeetfoothealth@gmail.com

Specialising in Corns, Verrucas,
Hard Skin, Bunions, Nails, etc.

.. WILSTEAD ™)

'VILLAGE HAI

Available for hire during the day and
evenings for CHILDREN'S PARTIES,
FAMILY GATHERINGS, TEA PARTIES

and CLUB MEETINGS, etc. o N

For information about the hall, rates of hire, ® -
T&Cs of hire, to check availability and to
@ make a booking request via the diary page,

oo e Dpleasevisit wilsteadvillagehall.org.uk @

Any issues or questions, please contact:

bookings.wilsteadvh@gmail com

For all your Printing requirements...
% Stationery ¥ Stickers/ Labels

% Flyers /Leaflets inyl Banners W H lT E

Business Cards oller Banners

Brochures oamex / Correx Signs HART

PRESS

Booklets mbroidery
ESTABLISHED 1987

% Posters rders of Service
58a York Street
#* Plans /Drawings | % Wedding Stationery Bedford MK40 3RL

& 01234270465 (f

&l info@whitehartpress.co.uk

www.whitehartpress.co.uk




L]
Elstow Cricket Club
& Newsletter
st C.¢ (Local cricket club for Wilstead, Wixams, Elstow,
D i Kingsbrook, Cauldwell and Other Surrounding Areas)

Parents, carersand 0-5sareall | pa goring will soon be here, and planning has

welcome to come and play. .
1:30-3:15 on Wednesdays (term time) at started for the 2024 cricket season at The Warren,

Wilstead Evangelical Church, 141 Cotton home of Elstow Cricket Club. We are all looking
- End Road, MK453DD All Free forward to getting underway with the new season
T Info; Hannah 07552 225764 and here is a snapshot of what we must look

Web: wilstead.org

-
? @ f @ Facebook: Wilstead Stay and Play forward to.

i @ wilsteadevangeiicaichurch -
— Annual General Meeting

Our AGM will be held on Friday 22nd March at 7.30pm

1 in the Playing Field Hall, Elstow. All are welcome and
NAO C a-l--l-e ries an agenda will be available prior to that meeting. We
07411 136691 are combining the AGM with our Youth signing on

session which will start at 6pm. Youth players and

naoservices111@gmail.com : . .
@g their parents can get signed up and view and order

® Fully Licensed & Approved any new kit. There will be a games evening once the
® Heated Pens with Individual Qutside Runs AGM is finished around 8.30pm. The Bar will be open
® Mon-Fri 9-11 to 6-7 Sat9-11 and food will be available.

® Collection & Delivery Service Available

E:rlzg‘hbcl‘;%‘),gde%i;fj,\?&k{eg Saad, Elstow Cricket Club Needs You
www.naocatteryservices.co.uk Elstow Cricket Club is a friendly club with a warm and

welcoming atmosphere. With a thriving junior section
and competitive men’s and women'’s teams, the club

<\§ LIFTRIGHT continues to evolve into one of Bedfordshire's most
r e forward thinking cricket clubs.
= ACCESS »

Ahead of the 2024 season, we are looking for new
members to come forward and help support the
rapid growth of our club including:

* New players - all genders, ages and ability
* Scorers - this is a paid position, training provided

* Umpires - thisis a paid position, training provided.

» Coaches - training course fee's will be covered .

Liftright Access is a Wilstead based provider of powered access
(cherry pickers and scissor lifts) to the whole of Bedfordshire and
Nationally. Our services include:

* Volunteers-tohelpwiththebarandrefreshments.

Hire

Sales

Service

Parts

Thorough Examinations
User Training
Breakdown repairs
Refurbishment

Q00 006 0O

For further information, a quote or to book a
FREE OF CHARGE survey
Telephone us on 01234-740648
Liftright Access Limited, Duck End Farm
Duck End Lane, Wilstead MKA45 3HP
Email: enguiries@liftrightaccess.com

Servicing and repairs for domestic sewing
machines and overlockers.

Visit the new website for your sewing notions.
Free notions delivery with a service.

=
=

Web: www.liftrightaccess.com

ridpay VISA visa @B @B for more information please contact Neica 07942 363322 -\ [/
—— bookings @junober.co.uk | www junober co.uk an
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Age Group Cricket

Our youth cricket U15’s train on Mondays and play
matches on Thursdays throughout May, June and July.
Our Under 13's train on Fridays and play matches
on Tuesday evenings. U9's and U11’s train on Friday
nights with matches on Sunday mornings.

Friday nights has three age group teams training,
pitch preparation under way for weekends matches
and a chance for some of our young adults to help
with coaching. Fridays wouldn't be complete without
All Stars. For 8 weeks in May and June we welcome 5
to 8 year olds and their parents to the Warren for a
fantastic first experience of cricket. The programme is
designed to introduce children to the sport, teach new
skills, help make new friends and have a great time.
Every child that registers will receive a backpack full of
goodies. The Pigeon Toe Inn will be open and food will
be available for kids, families, coaches and staff.

For more details on All Stars please visit www.ecb.
co.uk/play/all-stars or get in touch with us at the
Cricket Club.

Please mention the

Wilstead NEWSLETTER

when replying to advertisers

01234 2686 366

peacockauction.co.uk

W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

Auction Sales
& Valuations

Valuation, collection and auction
service of individual items
through to complete property and

commercial clearance, WaH PEACOCK

AUETOREREEY AL

Call for a no obligation quote or
info@peacockauction.co.uk

SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED

Eastcotts Park,
Wallis Way,
Bedford, MK42 OPE

Open Age Cricket

Our Saturday 1st and 2nd Team will be competing in
the Hunts County League again this season.

On Sundays, we will be playing in the Beds County
Leaguedivisions 3and 6. We are always on the lookout
for enthusiastic players of all ages and abilities. Adult
training Wednesday evenings from 6pm. The Elstow
Belles training is on Tuesday evenings. The Belles
play softball cricket and this season will continue to
try their hand at hard ball cricket. We are actively
looking to recruit more age group girls to support the
Belles and start an age group girls' team. Again, all
ages and abilities are welcome.

Finally, we would like to thank our sponsors. Poplars
Construction, Sineway Services, C Sturridge Builders
and Custom Concrete for their continued support.

Contacts: email elstowcricketclub@hotmail.co.uk.
Website: www.elstowcricketclub.co.uk

Jim Tanswell | Chairman 07775 668123
Fiona Tanswell | Treasurer 07855 758696

Geoff Couling | Youth Development Manager
07577 609399

Ranvir Thiarra | First Team Captain 07590 375172

AR,

SeleCTTrOvelHothys

Ag an Lndependent family

re more than
just travel agen '

Sometimes, nothing beats speaking toa h
especially a friendly professionall

01234 326778

www.selecttravelholidays.co.uk
sales@selectravelholidays.co.uk

| —
Whether you want a beach break,
2 honeymoon, golfing holiday;

i trip, cruise, et o Ifake an appoittment tovisit ws in Mill Seeeer, Bedfoed

short break or tailor make
something that's bespoke to your
needs, just ask usl

ook with confidence, ARTA & ATOL protected

EQOK LOCAL, TRAVEL THE WORLD.

@@Q

4 ACE PEST LIMITED

Fast, efficient, friendly service available
T days a week with very competitive rates

Genuine local company, established 1988
specialising in all pest problems

Phone: 01234 838391

www.acepestcontrolbeds.co.uk

@ Call for a free estimate:

D lxo n o 01234 840879
& S o n S @ plumbingandheating@dixonandsons.co.uk
www.dixonandsons.co.uk

PLUMBING & HEATING

= Boiler Installation

= Bathroom Design and Installation

= Break downs, Repairs and
Maintenance

» Underfloor Heating

We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service.
City&g
6O @ m o *

Call today for a non-obligatory estimate.

References are available on request.
Company Registration Number: 09025667
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@ W Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs & Northants
Flit Vale Local Group | Wildlife Walks & Talks | February & March

Walk with Colin Carpenter Talk on ‘Jewels in the Air’
to explore ‘Buds, Seeds and by Dr Wilf Powell
Leaves of Winter Trees’ Monday 11th March | 19.30pm
Saturday, 17th February | 10.00am Maulden Church Hall

Maulden Wood (main entrance) 2A Church Road, Maulden, MK45 2AU

Anillustrated talk describing hummingbird diversity,
aspects of their biology and some of the best places
to see them in south and central America.

This will be a Winter Tree and Wildlife identification
walk around Maulden Woods, looking at tree
characteristics, remaining autumn colour,

winter twigs, buds and seeds. £4 entrance charge to this event. Open to all.

OPEN TO ALL, BUT PLEASE RESERVE AS SPACES ARE LIMITED.

There will probably be other wildlife around to look at
including winter birds, mammal tracks and fungi etc. : )
A ishi ke h d twi | To reserve a place or for further information please
nyone wishing to ta e_ ome tree and twig samples email flitvale.info@gmail.com (If you don't have email,
after the walk is welcome to do so! please ring Ann on 07580 178889 between 6-8 pm).

The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, and Northamptonshire
Registered charity number: 1000412 | www.wildlifebcn.org
Flit Vale Local Group www.flitvale.org.uk

-3

Plumbing & Heating Engineers

* Gas Central Heating Installation

®

D 4 e Klischituao
Power Flushing

. - o GAS i
Servicing & Repairs Safe

REGISTER

@

4

Bathroom Specialists
Water Softeners Supplied & Fitted
. V.

®

177773

®

For further information or to arrange an estimate
Tel: 01234 219753 or call John 07976 828311 or Tom 07792 934224

Sineway Services Ltd, 11 Risborough Road, Bedford MK41 9QS

Email: info@sinewayservices.co.uk Web: www.sinewayservices.co.uk




Volunteer Needed

Are you interested in helping out in your local
community? Wilstead Village Hall is seeking a
volunteer to look after the online booking system for
the hall. This opportunity could be used to enhance
your CV, your DofE Award or maybe just your feeling
of wellbeing by helping your local community!

You would need access to a computer, some IT skills
and be over 18 years of age. This would involve a daily
quick check for new booking requests and sending
out replies/invoices, both of which are generated by
the software. Full training will be given together with
support and advice.

Further enquires please contact:

angela.fosbrook@ntlworld.com

P2 RAMBLERS [HESWN

Come and join us for a walk. We walk every
Saturday afternoon approximately 6 miles
and Saturdays twice a month in morning for
approximately 12 miles.

February Walks

Saturday 17th February
PM Colmworth Golf Club | 6.8 miles

Saturday 24th February
AM Part 6 John Bunyan Way, Cranfield | 11.3
miles or PM Clapham | 7.5 miles

For more information on our walks please telephone:
Margaret Sawyer | 07780 933729
Facebook: North Beds Ramblers | www.ramblers.org.uk/north-bedfordshire

Wilstead
s Women's Institute

a beetle drive when members brought along
a sharing plate of sweet and savoury snacks
which we all enjoyed. The game beetle drive was
enjoyed by all with some real competition to see
who could win. Winner was Lyn Faulkner and the
booby prizes Diane Pope and Mary Harris. No
beetles were harmed in this game.

Our next meeting is on is Wednesday 7th February
at 2pm in the Jubilee Centre when the speaker is
Delphi Ellis talking about ‘Less Stress and More
Happiness'. This should be an interesting one to
listen to.

Everyone welcome bring along family or friends.
Karen Cook | Vice Chairperson

Wilstead based 18th Edition Electrician

electrical services

Full/partial rewires
Consumer unit swaps
QOutdoor power & lighting
Commercial electrical works
Data/Telecoms installs & repairs

Call Chris on 07383 213206

‘Happy Pets at Home )

Caring for your pets in your home since 2018

An ALTERNATIVE to boarding your Cat, Rabbit or Guinea Pig

Let them stay happy and safe at home with a 45 minute
visit of one to one care, attention and lots of fuss.

Text message on arrival, photo's emailed to you and a
written account of each visit, giving you peace of mind.

DBS checked, Fully Insured and Client Testimonials.
.ﬂ

WILSTEAD
POST OFFICE & STORES

All services now available at the Post Office
counter, including:

Please contact June
07950 704980 or 01582 881482

. petvisitsatyourhome@aol.co.uk
J/

Free cash withdrawals (all banks)

Bank balance, deposit cash/cheques

Top-ups for electricity, gas, iTunes, mobile phones
Money Grams, and Foreign currency (commision free)
National Express tickets

along with many other Post Office services.

Our local village store stocks fresh grocery and bakery
products daily, along with providing a wide range of
products including newspapers, magazines, National
Lottery, photocopying and much, much more!

STORE OPENING HOURS:

Monday to Saturday 7.00am-7.00pm
Sunday 7.30am-6.00pm

We are happy to take telephone orders and deliver to your home.

01234 740210/ 07802 608380

33 Cotton End Road MK45 3BX




EST 1985

CLADWINDS LTD

QUALITY CONSERVATORIES AND WINDOWS

Warmer Roof Garden Room Builds

Contact:Malcolm
Tel: 07966 380968
Email: malcolm@cladwinds.com

Applied discounts for the local area

www.cladwinds.com

Reflections

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICE

Domestic & Commercinl Window Cleaning
Sofit & Fucius, Gutters, Conservatory Roofs
Pressure Wshing & Soft Washing

Patio, Drivewuy und Decking Cleaned

Tel /Fax: 01234 743026 Mobile: 07738 983320

JB DOMESTICS

REPAIRSTO..
WASHINGMACHINES h B
DISHWASHERS VEAR
ELECTRIC OVENS ST
TUMBLEDRYERS

NOCALLOUTCHARGE!

Large range of spares carried in stock

PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE 30w rs. £ P

TEL: 01234 840049
M0B: 07778 891490

No part of this newsletter may be reproduced, by any means,
without the prior permission of a member of the editorial team.

This newsletter is published by Wilstead Neighbourhood
Watch, part of Bedford & District NW Association,
in close co-operation with Bedfordshire Police.

The Wilstead Village Website can be found at

www.wilsteadvillage.org.uk

Footpath Group

Meetings

The February meeting of the Group was on the 3rd,
between when this input was generated and the
Newsletter publication. There would have been
reports on all the paths around the Village. | expect
some of these would be reporting large puddles,
(small lakes in some places!), but generally no paths
being impassible.

Wellies, walking/stout boots/shoes are always
advisable on the paths around the Village at this time
of the year. Bedfordshire clay is good for creating
puddles/mud as well as bricks!

The following meeting is in the Village Hall (small
hall) on Saturday 6th April 10.00am. All are welcome.
Come along if you would like to know more about
joining in and helping to look at the condition of one
of the seventeen paths.

A two monthly check on all the paths in the Parish is
undertaken by members of the Footpath Group. Each
member is allocated a path and each member’s path
is changed every two meetings. Maps of individual
paths are provided as well as a survey form to fill
in highlighting the path’s condition and any work
needed on it.

The provisional calendar for the remaining 2024
Meetings is overleaf.

Saturdays 1st June, 3rd August, 5th October, 7th
December. (10.00am in Village Hall).

Working Parties

Working Parties over the winter have been curtailed
by the weather. In fact we haven't had a working
party in the last few months. Still none of the paths
around the Village have been made difficult to use
because of undergrowth and/or overgrowth. This
in part was due to the weather and also due to the
working parties during the last few years which have
kept the footpaths walkable and horse rideable/
cycleable/walkable on bridleways).

A new list of Working Party dates should be available
after the meeting on 3rd February. Come along to one
if you fancy helping keep the paths around the Village
usable for the majority of people. Unfortunately as these
paths are often along field edges, they can be uneven
and are unsurfaced ie no tarmac! For some with mobility
problems these could prove a challenge. However the
Carriage Drive up to Wilstead Woods off Cotton End
Road and bridleway to Elstow (opposite EIms Lane) do
offer good surfaces which should suit everyone.

If you notice a problem on the footpaths and
bridleways around the Village please call the number
below and the Group can then look to see how it can
be resolved.
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Walks

The November walk was between Sundon and
Sharpenhoe. The weather was sunny and the walk
gave great views across the Bedfordshire countryside.
The New Years Day walk was along paths around the
Village. The recent wet weather meant that in order
to avoid wading, the length of the walk was reduced
to around three and a half miles but it still gave the
opportunity to get some fresh air especially for those
who had over indulged the evening before!

The Sunday 11th February walk is planned to be
around Streatley so hopefully the weather will be kind!

2024 Walks

The remaining 2024 walk are provisionally planned
for Sunday 17th March 2.00pm, Sunday 14th April
2.00pm, Friday 10th May 6.15pm, Friday 7th June
6.30pm, Friday 12th July 6.30pm, Friday 9th August
6.15pm, Sunday 8th September 2.00pm, Sunday 20th
October 10.30am, Sunday 24th November 10.30am.
These walks will be 4-5 miles long . Meet at Whitworth
Way Car Park. All are welcome on these walks and
if you are coming along please wear stout shoes or
walking shoes/boots.

Keep an eye out for posters detailing the walks
which will be on the Village Hall and Crossroads
noticeboards.

Nigel Jacobs | 01234 400733

WH L™ wistead Haulage Ltd

At Wilstead Haulage we aim provide

a reliable and affordable service.

As a local independent skip hire company, we can offer the
same or next day skip hire across Bedfordshire and north
Hertfordshire, whether you are looking for skips, aggregates
or grab hire, we will deliver a quality service and handle your
waste management with efficiency. We provide an

array of skip sizes to suit your budget
and specific needs.

wowon: 01234 740916

(Discount offered for local villages)

BURR'S
GARAGE LTD.

ESTABLISHED 1974

Service, repairs
and diagnostics

30IVY LANE, WILSTEAD MK45 3DN

01234 741167 / 07777 656767

Newslelleh,
DEADLINE

For any copy, new advertisements or changes to existing advertisements

Friday 16th February

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 1st March.

Please send items and articles for inclusion in the Wilstead
Newsletter to our dedicated email address:

wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com

Please note that requests for NEW ADVERTS and Advert Changes
should now be sent to Maxine Hendry, as should Payments.

Date and venue to be advised of the next co-ordinators’ meeting.

Telephone, Numbeb, Lict:

To cut out and keep by your telephone.

EMERGENCY 999
CRIME IN PROGRESS 999
Non Emergency Police 101
Police Headquarters 01234 841212
PC6587 Craig Bond 101
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111
Abandoned Vehicles 01234 221768

Borough Councillor, Graeme Coombes .......... 07815 302318
Neighbourhood Watch Central Office ............ 01234 842043
Wilstead Good Neighbours 07807 408928

Whe's Whe:

Neighbourhood Watch, Wilstead.

Advertisements & Accounts
MAXINE HENDRY, 17 Hampton Close, Wilstead MK45 3DA
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com €407998

Editor

Crime Prevention News/Information
Local Village News & Information

JACKIE LLOYD, 41A Luton Road, Wilstead MK45 3ER
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com 742757

NW Area Co-ordinator
GERALD GALE, 149A Cotton End Road, Wilstead MK45 3DD
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com 3740972

Artwork by SIMONE MILLIGAN &) wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com
Printed by WHITE HART PRESS, 58A York Street, Bedford




i Welstead “landooré k
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
10% Discount for Collections
Orders over £20

¢ Curries
e Fried Chicken & Chips Open 7 Days A Week
4pm - 10 pm

= Burg.elrail\:;a:sl Deals including Bank Holidays

01234 742 386 or 740 904

www.wilsteadtandoori.co.uk

\_ 2 Cross Road, Wilstead, Becfordshire MK45 3HJ )

Tel: (1234 404096
Mobile: (7876528260

External Work

CMNS >

Internal work

Alterations & General Builcing ~ Fascia Soffit & Guttering
Plastering (Artex Removal) Garage Doors {(Remote Control)
Bathroom & Kitchens Patios

Refurbishment Fencing

Tiling Block Paving

Painting & Decorating Decking

MNS Property Maintenance
Pollards Close, Wilstead, Bedford MK45 3HA

All Saints Church
United in Faith, Welcoming All

The Christmas services were well attended. We had
three services on Christmas Eve which happened
to be a Sunday this year. The morning Service was
followed by a packed Church for the Christingle
service. There were 150 people packed in.

It was very successful and £178 was collected for the
Children’s Society. Thanks to those who made the
Christingles and thanks to The Post Office for their
sponsoring of the oranges. The evening service was
at Midnight and attended by 21 people.

So we begin a new year with hope for the future and
working together in our Elstow Team Ministry. We
have lots of plans for the period going up to Easter,
details of which will appear in the Newsletters.

We need to spend money on our Church. The heating
system needs replacing with three new boilers at a
cost of £17,000. We also need to spend money on the
building itself following the latest roof inspection. All
donations are gratefully received.

Our monthly coffee mornings begin again on
Wednesday 21st February and then on Wednesday
20th March. These start at 10.30am until 12.00pm.

February Church Services have
been arranged as follows:

4 )
Sunday 7th January
11.00am | Holy Communion | Rev Steve Marsh
o Sunday 4th February
; — 11.00am | Holy Communion | Rev Steve Marsh
BESPOKE BUILDERS LTD sunday 11th February
11.00am | Holy Communion | Rev Mike Stewart
providing Sunday 18th February
Quality Building Worlk 11.00am | Morning Prayer | Robert Heley
in Wilstead, Wixams Sunday 25th February
and Surrounding areas 11.00am | Holy Communion | Fr Paul Messam
From Small Extenstons We welcome all to worship
to New Builds Robert Heley
Garage Conversions P :
The Editorial Team have been made aware that there
have been a number of break-ins in our Village. The
Telephone: 01234 404706 Police have been informed and we would ask all
. N residents to be vigilant, ensure windows and doors
Moblle: R]chard 07710 446881 are slgcgrebly Iolcked and that t}?ere IES no eaSﬁ \INZ)& for
would-be burglars to access them. Ensure all ladders
JGSS 07794 480440 are locked away or chained up.
svisinrkbidlders. conil To find out how to make your property more
¢ t Lhaild i L secure, contact Neighbourhood Watch by email at
\_ contact@rwbbuilders.co.u ) BedfordNW@outlook.com.
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