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Fraud Alert Coronavirus
Vaccine Scams

Please be aware of the recent increase in
COVID-19 vaccine scams. Here's our advice on
how to stay safe from these scams.

The COVID-19 vaccine:
will always be offered free of charge

You will be contacted by the NHS, your employer,
GP surgery or a local pharmacy.

You will never be asked for personal documents
or passwords and you will never be asked for
your bank account or card details.

Do not let anyone offering the COVID-19
vaccination into your home unless arranged by
your GP.

Look out for your loved ones and pass on the
advice so they can spot the signs of a scam. If
you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent,
hang up.

If you are suspicious about an email you have
received, forward it to report@phishing.gov.uk.

Suspicious text messages should be forwarded
to the number 7726 which is free of charge.

If you believe you are the victim of a fraud,
please report this to Action Fraud as soon as
possible by calling 0300 123 2040 or visiting www.

actionfraud.police.uk.

All enclosed articles are subject to current Covid19 restrictions
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CRIME RECORDED
FOR WILSTEAD

Interference with a Motor Vehicle
Between Wednesday 16th December 4.30pm
and Thursday 17th December 9am
Cotton End Road

Having Possession of Controlled Drug -
Class B Cannabis
Friday 11th December 1.15am
Luton Road A6

Crime Recorded for nearby Villages
Cople 1, Cotton End 3, Shortstown 20
and Wixams 11.

The above Recorded Crimes are the latest available
and are for the period 1st to 29th December.

Reader’s Letter
A Thank You

I am writing to thank all the staff and customers of
Wilstead Post Office Stores for the contributions they
make to the Leukaemia/Blood Cancer collecting box.
In the last year, contributions have totalled £115.69.

This will go directly to support research into beating
blood cancers.

Researchers have been improving the outlook for
people with this type of disease. This includes better
diagnosing and kinder treatments, so that 60% of the
people diagnosed now survive over 10 years.

Thank you, once again for your continued, valued
contributions.

Peter Tanswell

Your Co-ordinator is:
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Caretaker Required

Wilstead Village Hall require a Caretaker to
work for 15 flexible hours over 6 days per week
(National Living Wage).

This is to include opening and closing the hall
for hirers, cleaning the hall after each hiring and
maintaining the hall inside and outside in a good
condition.

For further information if you are interested in this
position please contact :-

Secretary Angela Fosbrook, 01234 294692
angela.fosbrook@ntlworld.com

Closing date is Saturday 13th February.

Cleaner Required

Wilstead Village Hall require a cleaner for a 3
hour block of time to work with the Caretaker
each week (National Living Wage). This is to include
a thorough clean of the kitchen and toilets.

For further information if you are interested in this
position please contact :-

Secretary Angela Fosbrook, 01234 294692
angela.fosbrook@ntlworld.com

Closing date is Saturday 13th February.

Unexpected Visitor
How To Protect Yourself

There are a number of elderly people and vulnerable
adults in our community who still have to observe self-
isolation at home. With many people having returned
to work there are fewer neighbours at home during the
day, and opportunist thieves will see these residents as
an easy target for distraction burglary.

Bedfordshire Police are asking for your support by
encouraging your vulnerable relatives, friends and
neighbours to take extra care when answering the door
to people they do not know. Please remind others of the
advice below:

*  Where possible, only answer the door if you know
a member of your family, a friend, a carer or a pre-
arranged tradesperson is visiting.

+ Ifyou have an unexpected caller, use your door chain
when answering the door or speak to them through a
window. Ensure any other doors to the property are
locked before you answer the front door.

« If unsure of the visitor's identity, always ask for
their ID first and telephone the company they are
purporting to be from. Use the telephone number
provided independently by your service provider.

Many service providers, when they are making the
appointment with you, are happy to arrange for their
representative to use a password of your choosing.

TRUE ASSET PROTECTION

Your Local Approved
Alarm Company
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UKAS %,
Eeap® QUALITY
NACOSS MANAGEMENT

GOLD 0142

o
o
Sugpyve™

Chas Accredited

A family business estab¥fshed for 30 years

in the area. Systems designe d amnd installed
to PDE662:2010 and BS8243:2010. insurance
company recogris ed.

Key clients include...
Bedfordshire Pofice
Centmf Bedfordshire Coun cif
Bedford Borough Council
Bedfordshire Schools

INTRUDER ALARMS, ACCESS CONTROL, CCTV,
SAFES, DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS, KEY CUTTING

HERTS — BEDS — BUCKS
01462 422500

whwww.southeastsecurity.co.uk

UNIT 6, STATION APPROACH
HITCHIN, HERTS, 5G4 SUW

——
VISA
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Never agree to any work that the caller claims needs to
be done to your home. It is okay to say no and turn the
person away. If you are able, report the incident to the
police on 101 with as much detail as you can provide.

Even if the person at your door gives you a convincing
story as to why they need to enter your house, if you
were not expecting them, turn them away immediately
and report it to the police on 101.

You can also report suspicious incidents by visiting the
online reporting system at www.bedfordshire.police.uk
and clicking on the green button in the bottom right
hand corner.

However, if you have been thinking about getting a
tradespersonin, please visit the official Trading Standards
website www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk where you
can search for a verified tradesperson in your area. We
recommend getting three quotes and asking for a full
specification with your quotes so that you can be sure of
what you are paying for.

Unexpected Visitors

Bogus Callers: pretending to be from a utilities company
(water, gas, electricity, phone, or even police).

Distraction Burglars: one will keep you at your door
with an excuse (e.g., looking for an address or a lost ball/
dog) while an accomplice commits the burglary round
the back.

Cold Callers: hard-sell sales reps who turn up without an
appointment and won't leave until you have parted with
cash or have signed a finance agreement.

Rogue Traders: unqualified workmen offering to do
jobs in or around your home (whether necessary or not),
usually for cash, often badly and very expensively.

Genuine Unexpected Visitors

Utilities staff with ID regarding emergency repairs
Political groups canvassing for election purposes
Charity collectors with ID and a charity number

Emergency Services staff on production of warrant card
or official identification

Religious groups and carol singers
People delivering business flyers

Whoever it is, before you answer the door, check all back
doors and windows are closed - if it's a genuine caller,
they won't mind waiting a few extra seconds.

If You're Not Sure, Don’t Open The Door!

PC Amanda Harvey
North Rural Community Policing Team

Bad Hair Day?
Lety malee vt oo Good Hair Doy
GAYE WILLIAMSON
30 yrs Experience, Home Based Local Salon

For All Your Hairdressing and Barbering Needs
Offering the Latest Colonrs and Styling.
Using Professional and Fxclusive Products
Redken and Brazilian Blowout Smoothing System to name but a few
New Clients Welcome.

to book an appointment call me on

07899 864510

please note that a skin test and hatr consultation is vequived before a treatment

Fencing & Gates

Landscaping & Gardens
Supplied-Installed-Repaired

www.useful-bloke.co.uk

Mark Brooks
Office: 01234 958064
Mobile: 07836 597938
Whitworth Way, Wilstead, Bedford MK45 3EF

WHI g Wilstead Haulage [Ltd

At Wilstead Haulage, we make a promise to all our customers
to provide a reliable and affordable service. As a local,
professional and independent skip hire company in Bedford, we
are your first-choice for same or next day skip hire across
Bedfordshire. Our specialized team always focus on customer
satisfaction. Whether you are looking for skip hire, aggregates or
grab hire, we will deliver a quality service and handle your waste
management with efficiency. We provide an aray of skip sizes to
suit your budget and specific needs

-

Call us now on; 01234 740916

NAO Cleaning
07411 136691

naoservices111@gmail.com

Hate housework? We love it!

Domestic, Regular & Spring Cleans, Tenancy Beginning & End,
Builder's Cleans, Commercial & Contract.

Free Estimates

Bramble Lodge, 29 Oakley Road, Clapham, MK41 6AN
www.naocleaningservices.co.uk
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Wilstead Pre School

Every Child Deserves The Best Start In Life

Highly Qualified Staff, Fun & Safe Surroundings, Hedthy & Nutritious Foed
Morning Sessions: 9.15am - 11.45
Afternoon sessions: 12 45pm - 3.15pm
Breakfast, Lunch, After School and Holiday Club
We take children from 2 % years old

As we are an in demand setting we encourage parents to register
o piace for their child as soon as possible

%;E Contact 01234 742546
e o admin@wilstead-preschool.co.uk

ALLIANCE
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Washing Machines

Dryers, Dishwashers
Repairs, Servicing & Sales

Alocal family business offering a quality —
service at a competitive price =
Established 1987 PRV

=

' =5 Tel: Clophill (01525 860148 ——

or Tim Downing direct on

07969 545 276

A Member of the White Goods Trads Assocfation. Fully hsured y

\

r

Driveway
Rejuvenation Ltd

Council Contractor
All aspects of Surfacing
and Civil Engineering

Tarmac
Blocks

Gravel

Experts in transforming
your existing drive to new

01234 742662
07912 444621

193 Cotton End Road, Wilstead

Card payments accepted

\. J

Wilshamstead
Parish Council

Online Parish Council Meetings

As the Parish Council continue to meet online, given
the current restrictions, it really would be good to
see more members of the public joining in to view
the Parish Council in action.

A broad range of items are discussed and, as
Wilstead is such a busy village, it is a great way to
getaninsightinto all the different facilities and ways
the Parish Council are trying to make improvements
for the benefit of residents.

The next meetings are set for Monday 8th
February and Monday 15th March , if you would
like to join the meeting and raise something under
the Open Forum section, or just observe the Parish
Council in action, then please do contact Lizzie. It
really is straight forward and the Council are happy
to help in any way they can to encourage residents
to take part.

Take Some Time To Look At The Parish
Council Website...

It has been great to see so many people have
been visiting the Parish Council website, which
has a number of useful items for residents. Latest
updates on the play area at Whitworth Way,
detailed information on the plans for highways
improvements and maintenance in the village, plus
lots more.

The website can be found at:
http://wilsteadparishcouncil.org

Are You Involved With A Local
Organisation?

The Parish Council are often approached by local
groups looking for financial support or guidance
with a project, and the Council understand that
in recent time it has been particularly hard for a
number of local clubs, groups and organisations.

Wilstead Parish Council spent some time collating
a list of funding resources that are accessible to
help those who are involved in a group to explore
funding and help with the sustainability of a group
whether it is activity or interest based.

Please contact Lizzie on clerk@wilsteadparishcouncil.org

for a copy of the information which includes a guide
on what is available, who can apply and sets out
how to apply.




Whitworth Way Play Area

As previously reported this play area has had to
remain officially closed after the national lockdown
ended due to the need for Councils to get the
equipment safety tested prior to use. This has been
a long and tedious process with the relatively few
specialist agencies who can carry out this work
extremely busy, every council in England wanted/
needed to get their play equipment tested at a time
when all aspects were under severe ‘COVID Stress'
However some progress has now been made. Part
of the area can now be formally opened.

Metal Multi Climber: remains off limits

The metal framed multi-climber needs to remain
shut and off limits please. This still has some
identified issues and needs further work before it
is deemed safe to use. These are not structural and
we hope to have the work completed in the course
of the next 12 weeks. However this work is weather
dependent.

Timber Climber: open

Councillors have now put a significant amount
of new Playbark onto the area where the timber
climber stands. This climber has been deemed
to be structurally sound after testing. There are a
couple of small maintenance issues remaining but
it can be used.

The other play equipment has been checked and
minor repairs carried out and can also be used now.

We would like to apologise for the length of delay with
the process, it was unfortunately out of our hands
being reliant on specialist outside contractors for the
testing. Some cancelled, some just never arrived.

Please contact us if you have any questions or
wish to report any issues that you find with the
equipment.

Parish Council Vacancies

James Carroll recently resigned from the Parish
Council, and the Council would like to thank him
for his support over the years, in particular with the
Whitworth Way play area. Mark Brooks has taken over
as the Spokesperson for the Play Area Working Group.

The Council currently have three vacancies, so if you
are interested in making a difference then do get in
contact with Lizzie, or one of the Parish Councillors to
express an interest or just to informally find out more.

i-low Do | Contact The Parish Council? )

The best way to do is this via email. Please note
that the email address may be different from the
one you have used previously. To confirm it is:
clerk@wilsteadparishcouncil.org As previously
advised, the Parish Council office is not open at
present, so the best way to contact the Clerk is via
email as indicated above.

» Beautiful Range of Baby Gifts ﬂeamﬁlf G iﬁ,'S

& Accessories to choose from
including handmade cards

© Shop Online & Collect Locally B e autfﬁg aﬁ ie.S'

e Local Delivery Available

¢ Friendly & Personal Service : \
Y r'-,. S
® Bespoke Degign'Service if you
want to.create your own unique
gift basket
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www.beautifulbabygiftbaskets.co.uk ... om0

Celebrating

15 Years

jc 4/\/\, Of Business

F7 High Street, Kempston,
Bedford, MK42 7BT
www.justcomputersonline.co.uk

01234 300007

EMPIRE CARS
BEDFORD

MOTS Now ON SITE
SAVE WHEN BOOKED WITH FULL SERVICE

FREE PICK UP/DROP OFF

SERVICING & REPAIRS
QUALITY USED CAR SALES
0% DEFOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

1 CoTTON END ROAD, WILSTEAD, MK45 3BT
01234 741002 or 07727 258633

WWW.EMPIRECARSBEDFORD.CO.UK

. : Fully Insured
B I_ I SS Fully Qualified
Plumbing & Heating ". §EE% : ?_fe

® No Hot Water or Heating?
® Dripping Tap?
® Radiators not Working?

All Aspects of Plumbing Undertaken
info@blissplumbing.co.uk www.blissplumbing.co.uk

07805 540432
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Caroline’s Childcare

ofdS porie . A Safe & Friendly Environment

Good  JECHEpe Caring for Individual Needs
Qualified with NVQ 2 & 3 in Early Years in Education
CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Home Based Childcare

Ofsted Registered Childminder
Registered to PACEY

Now offering Free Government Funded
Places for 2, 3 & 4 year olds

01234 742770

carolinebsexton@yahoo.co.uk

Jonathan's
Interior Decorating
Services

\»‘_g’mnnng Wallpapering,Tiling

i .t; Est 1099

gy
d in Lower Shelton Bedfordshire

'[ Hag I :
; ,7 X Fully Insured and

F A , references available. Please
call 07968 659877 or
| A 01234 767597 to arrange a
quote.

Black Cricket Animal Services

L
LI S

pet sitting & visits
small pet boarding
walking & exercise
pet taxi
new enclosure set up
Qutstanding care for your precious pets

Exotic species specialist

www blackcricket.co.uk
07922155565

Plumbing & Heating Services
www.damodyplumbling.co.uk

Full Bathroom Installation, Central Heating Installation,
All Plumbing Aspects, Competitive Rates,
No VAT, Emergency Call Out

James Darmody
Your Local Plumber

Tel: 01234 965769 Mobile: 07832 236678

A Quick Reminder
Regarding Burglar Alarms

If you are considering installing a burglar alarm
system at your property, it's a good plan to
research the best product and deal for your
requirements. Alarm systems are not ‘one size
fits all’.

Intruder alarm systems in the UK have to conform
to European Standards BS EN50131 series. This
definesfour grades of Intruder alarm system, grade
4 being the highest. The grade is measured by how
resilient the alarm system is to attacks by intruders
and other outside influences. All components of
the system are graded, including the control panel,
motion detectors (PIRs) and signalling equipment.

Sometimes will have mixed grades of components.
The overall system will be graded of that of the
lowest graded component. Residential installations
will typically require a Grade 1 or 2 with larger
homes falling into Grade 3. Most commercial
premises will require a Grade 2 or 3 alarm system.

Always get 3 quotes and remember you have the
right to a cooling off period, particularly important
if you feel you have been pressured to sign a
finance agreement.

Also remember to ask the supplier if their products
are Secured By Design accredited.

Never take a company that cold calls you at face
value - if you were not looking to improve home
security, ask yourself why would you buy from a
door-to-door salesperson?

Word of mouth recommendations are great
but check if the company has the proper
accreditations. They should be registered with
the National Security Inspectorate (nsi.org.uk)
and/or the Security Systems & Alarms Inspection
Board (ssaib.org). Both these organisations offer
an search facility on their websites to find a local
accredited installation company.

Trading Standards approved installers can also be

found at www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk but
check if they are registered with the NSI or SSAIB.

Lara Curtayne
Bedfordshire Police

6
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Burglary Update

This is a timely reminder to check your own
security. Here's a few tips.

Make your house look lived-in - burglars
won't be as tempted if they think someone is
home. If you're going out keep your lights on a
timer and consider keeping your radio playing
so it seems like someone is home.

Keep valuables out of sight - Keep them out
of view of windows or hidden in a safe place.

Lock up when you leave - make sure all and
windows on your house, vehicle and garages or
sheds are securely locked at all times. Not only
can valuable tools be appealing to burglars,
they can also be used to force entry to a home.

Don't give crooks an easy entry - never leave
keys under a doormat or in a flowerpot - it's
the first place a would-be offender would look.

Property mark any valuable items - you
are more likely to get them returned to you in
the unfortunate event that they are stolen.

Look out for neighbours - ask a friend to
keep an eye on your house if you're going away,
and do the same for neighbours. Stay alert to
suspicious activity on your street. Report any
suspicions immediately.

Join Neighbourhood Watch - if you aren't
already a member, join Neighbourhood Watch
now. Their email is contact@bedfordnw.org.uk
If a crime is actually happening or you think it's
just about to happen, ring 999.

Please report all information, incidents or
suspicions to the police via the police website
on www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report or
ring 101 or call Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111 (free call).

Colleen Atkins Bedfordshire & Regional NW
Communications Administrator

We have been helping older people for over 30
years with confidential advice and support. We
work with Bedfordshire residents over the age of
50, their families, friends and carers, focusing on
the individual client to ensuring their needs and
wishes are prioritised.

We can provide:

@ Practical assistance around the home and
garden through our home help and
gardening service.

® Information and Advice on Benefit
Entitlement, Health and Housing issues,
Personal Budgets, Legal Matters and
virtually any other matter relating to older
people.

® Home visits to help complete benefit
application forms for people who are unable
to visit our office.

® Community Support Workers who will work
long term with clients who have more
complex needs.

Age UK Bedfordshire

is the largest older peoples' charity in the County

@ In depth advice and support for vulnerable
older people who otherwise would suffer
from living in cold homes.

® Telephone Befriending Network supported
by the Harpur Trust in Bedford Borough.

Qur services are delivered in a caring, friendly
and professional manner, through our team of
fully trained, dedicated staff and volunteers.

If you or anyone you know would like more
information, please contact us

on the number below or visit our website
www.ageukbedfordshire.org.uk

Remember, we are a County wide service!

01234 360510

Age UK Bedfordshire - the name you
can trust!




Village P3 Footpath Group
Meetings

The planned January meeting didn't take place because
of the pandemic but members of the Group did
undertake surveys during January of all the footpath
and bridleways in and around the village.

Unsurprisingly the finding of these surveys was ‘Muddy,
Very Muddy or Impassable without Wading!

No path has escaped the mud.

The surveys also identified other work the Group could
undertake.

Luxury wax melts by

Whiffle Wax

Handmade locally
using natural waxes

Plastic free & biodegradable
packaging!

)JTake a look at our website:

Whifflewax-1ltd.square.site

B

Maskells M.O.T

Your local, friendly
MOT Test Centre.

No repairs, just an
honest and fair test.

01234 740213

H Maskell & Son Ltd
The Works | Duck End Lane | Wilstead
Bedfordshire | MK45 3HP | mot@hmaskell.com

WhiffleWwax@gmail.com

EOQewnifflewax

travel counsellors

Helle, | am & local Independ ent Personal Trawvel
Counseallorwith over 30 years of experence in the travel
irdustry, coming from a well known kigh street agent.

| can take the time to arrange the perfect trip for you
from a UK braak, flight only, family heliday, ity break,
beach break, cruise, ora more bespoketailor-made
itinerary most things travel related.

W Travel Counsellor

T 01234 480 D66
E vicky.howe@travelcounsellors.com
W www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/vicky.howe [8

With us. it's M

These mainly involved the re-instatement of way mark
posts and the replacement of faded way mark discs.
In addition the bridge on the path to Cotton End from
Littleworth needs some attention to the handrail and
its supports.

There also continues to be the addition of yellow plastic
caps to all the way mark posts which should help
prolong their life.

The next meeting of the Group is scheduled for
Saturday 13th March but that may be optimistic for
a face to face meeting so a virtual one could be held.

Footpath Work
If you spot any problems with the path surface or
overgrowth or stiles / way mark posts etc then please
contact the number below and the Group will try
and address it. We can't do much about the rain and
ensuing mud but we will look into how some of the
standing water / lakes! might be helped to flow into
nearby ditches.

Maps/Leaflets
| still have a large quantity of maps showing all the
footpaths and bridleways plus leaflets of Wilstead
Circular Walk No 1 which goes up and along the
escarpment to the south of the village.

If you would like a map or leaflet please contact the
number below.

Walks

There are no plans to resume the Group’s monthly
walks in the next couple of months. Perhaps April or
May could see the resumption of these 4-5 mile wanders
through the Bedfordshire countryside. February 2020
saw the Group have their 197th walk so hopefully this
summer should see us complete our 200th, COVID and
weather permitting.

Keep an eye out for posters on the village notice boards
atthe Village Hall and at the Crossroads for information.

If you would like to be put on the Group’s emailing list
regarding these walks then please contact the number below.

Below are provisional dates for rest of the walks in 2021:

Sunday 11th April afternoon
Saturday 8th May evening

Friday 18th June evening

Friday 16th July evening

Friday 6th August evening
Sunday 5th September afternoon
Sunday 10th October morning
Sunday 21st November morning.

Nigel Jacobs | P3 contact 01234 400733
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The Flitvale WLT Local Group
Zoom Series of Lectures

‘Future Wildlife'

A talk by Brian Eversham, CEO of the
Wildlife Trust, BCN.
Wednesday 24th February (7.30pm).
Delivered via Zoom to your home!

What might our wildlife be like in 50 years’
time, if the Trust succeeds in its aims (or not)?
A thought-provoking discussion of future
habitats and the species which may live in
them, especially in response to the warming
climate.

Don't miss out on these fascinating talks!

Please contact Ann on flitvale.info@gmail.

com if you wish to participate in these talks.
She will then send instructions on how to log
on nearer the time.

Also please let Ann know if you wish to receive
monthly copies of our newsletter by email.

The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire

Registered charity number: 1000412
www.wildlifebcn.org

Flit Vale Local Group
www.flitvale.org.uk

Bowls Club News

Our green is being maintained by our winter
contractor with the assistance of our Green Keeper
and his helpers.

Hopefully we will be able to bowl again this summer.

Ladies and Gents fixtures are all in place, as well as
the County fixtures, plus all the County competitions,
which can be viewed online. We normally start playing
them by the end of April or beginning of May.

Take care and keep safe everyone; hoping to see you
on the green or in the Club House.

Jean Ward | Secretary

? % A Full Professional
their gardens

Gardening Service for
Weeding, Pruning, Hedges, Lawns

. Grafted Gardener
people who truly care about
also Garden Restoration, Design and Advice

A Gardener with 40 years Professional Expetience

Call Max 07502 999252

- hy
Do your feet need someTLC? |
Home visits for corns, verrucas & feet

) that are painful or uncomfortable. L
Please phone Foothealth Professionals

Julie Boscher on 01234 740866 or
@, Hannah Cooke
W& 01234930662

L o e 07940 738107

i and by email at
elitefeetfoothealth@gmail.com

Q-

WILSTEAD VILLAGE HALL

Wilsteadvhbookings@btinternet.com

Available for hire during 7= Contact Roisin

the day and evenings for " Whittle, the
Children's Parties, Booking Secretary
Family Gatherings, Tea on 01234 740935

Parties and Club ok, X
Meetings for availability

Weekdays 8am - 6pm
FROM
£ 9.15 p/hour

Weekends 8am - 6pm

If you need to hire the
hall at short notice, please
telephone the Booking
Secretary fo confirm

availability and full hire FROM
charges £12.85 p/hour
Tel: 01234 404096

CMNS D

Internal work

Mobile: 07876528260

External Work

Alterations & General Building ~ Fascia Soffit & Guttering
Plastering {Artex Remaval) Garage Doors (Remote Control)
Bathroom & Kitchens Patios

Refurbishment Fencing

Tiling Block Paving

Painting & Decorating Decking

MNS Property Maintenance
Pollards Close, Wilstead, Bedford MK45 3HA




slay play

Parents, carers, babies and toddlers
are all welcome to come and play.

At Wilstead Evangelical Church, 141
Cotton End Road, MK45 3DD (set back
from the road, near Northwood Lane).

Info: Hannah 07552 223764
AllFree www.wilstead.org

wilstead

evangelicalehureh

NAO Catteries
07411 136691

naoservices111@gmail.com

® Fully Licensed & Approved

® Heated Pens with Individual QOutside Runs
® Mon-Fri 9-11 1o 6-7 Sat 9-11

® Collection & Delivery Service Available

Bramble Ledge, 29 Oakley Road,
Clapham, Bedford MK41 6AN

www.naocatteryservices.co.uk
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Liftright Access is a Wilstead based provider of
powered access (cherry pickers and scissor lifts) to
the whole of Bedfordshire and Nationally . Our
services include:

Hire

Sales

Service

Parts

Thorough Examinations
User Training
Breakdown repairs

o Refurbishment

For further Information, a quote or to book a FREE
OF CHARGE survey
Telephone us on 01234-740648
Lftright Access Limited, Duck End Farm, Duck End
Lane, Wilstead MK45 3HP
Email: enguiries@liftrightaccess.com
Web: www.liftrightaccess.com

CQCQCO0 00O
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News from Wilstead
Garden Club

We are naturally disappointed not to be able to hold
our normal meetings at the moment but with the
vaccinations and hopefully lessening of the infection
levels, perhaps we will be able to meet again later in
the year.

We can all look forward to lighter and warmer days
and once again start working on our gardens. Currently
rain and water logging is an issue. It is a good idea to
take time and explore where the worse places are and
explore whether better drainage, such as gravel or soak
away is an idea. Sadly if you are on clay, soak aways
are not very useful as the water won't drain away. It is
also worth looking at the levels and whether the water
puddles. This is an unusually wet year but definitely
worth planning for the future and global warming.

We can think about planting, planning your garden and
early crops such as broad beans can be planted very
soon. If you feed the birds, don't forget to wash feed
and water containers to prevent disease. Food doesn't
need to be just in feeders, you can encourage different
species when you put seeds in say an old log in a place
where you can watch them.

Don't forget your houseplants. Central heating and low
light can make them unhappy, so think about relocating
them if they are suffering. Check whether Christmas
plants can be kept rather than thrown away, amaryllis
will flower next year if you feed it now, poinsettia and
Christmas cactus can last for years and most container
plants can be planted in the garden.

Watch your garden, things are on the move. | have seen
daffodils in flower as well as snowdrops, so we have
things to look forward to.

Until we can meet again, keep safe and keep gardening.

Best wishes from Viv, Mary, Lynda and Maralyn

Award Winning Interactive
Musical Fun Show for
Pre-School Children

CHA CHAR CHIMPS
is an established award winning musical
fun show for Pre-school children
We have a show at
Wilstead Village Hall, Wilstead
every Tuesday from 10 - 11am

Booking is essential, so please do contact to book a place.
For maore information, contact
Katrina on 07563 925956
katrina@ccchimps.com
www.facebook.com/CCCBedford
www.ccchimps.com
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Update from Wilstead
Village Agent

Village Agents provide a free, confidential service
and are here to help people over 60 with a variety
of issues - large or small. We are funded by Bedford
Borough Council. We are all DBS checked and operate
in the strictest confidence. Andrea is the Village Agent
for Wilstead.

Although we are currently not able to visit people
in their homes, we are able to provide advice and
information over the phone. We can also drop off items
and collect paperwork in a COVID safe and contactless
manner, so if you have an urgent form that you need
help with, please contact Andrea.

St John's Hospital Trust - a small quarterly payment of
£75 can be given to people on a low income who have little
or no savings. That's £300 per year. To qualify, you must
be over 60, not working and have lived in Bedford Borough
for at least 15 years. Contact Andrea for more details.

01234 2686 366

peacockauction.co.uk

W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

Auction Sales
& Valuations

Valuation, collection and auction
service of individual items
through to complete property and

commercial clearance, WaH PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS R VALUEES

Call for a no obligation quote or
info@peacockauction.co.uk

SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED

Eastcotts Park,
Wallis Way,
Bedford, MK42 OPE

Free items for the over 65s - do you need a carbon
monoxide alarm (an essential for properties with gas,
LPG, wood, coal or oil heating) a half-step to ease
getting out the front door, a disabled toilet key or a
personal safety alarm. Andrea has a few useful items
to give away free, first come first served.

Foodbank vouchers - if you are struggling to keep
yourself fed properly due to a temporary change
in income such as a benefits issue, furlough or
unemployment then Andrea can issue a Foodbank
voucher to tide you over.

Help with form filling - many older people aren't
claiming the benefits they are entitled to. Andrea can
help identify which benefits you can claim by doing a
confidential benefits check. She can also help you fill in
those complicated forms such as Blue Badge, Housing
Benefit and Attendance Allowance forms.

Please call Andrea, your Village Agent
on Freephone 0800 039 1234

This is an answerphone service, so please leave your name
address and telephone number, and we aim to call you back
within 48 hours.

A

SeléctTravelHolidays

As an independent, fam

y e're more than
just travel agen '

Sometimes, nothing beats speaking toa h
especially a friendly professionall

01234 326778

www.selecttravelholidays.co.uk
sales@selectravelholidays.co.uk
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Whether you want a beach break,
2 honeymoon, golfing holiday;

i trip, cruise, et o Ifake an appoittment tovisit ws in Mill Seeeer, Bedfoed

short break or tailor make
something that's bespoke to your
needs, just ask usl

ook with confidence, ARTA & ATOL protected

EQOK LOCAL, TRAVEL THE WORLD.
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(:ég ACE PEST LIMITED
Fast, efficient, friendly service available

T days a week with very competitive rates

Genuine local company, established 1988
specialising in all pest problems

Phone: 01234 838391

www.acepestcontrolbeds.co.uk

@ Call for a free quote:

- -
mmmms | DiXON 01234 840879
e o 07712121493
) [— & ONS @ info@dixonandsons.co.uk
[ N | conSTRUCTION LIMITED www.dixonandsons.co.uk

Extensions and Alterations
Garage Conversions
Groundwork and Brickwork Contracts
Landscaping

Driveways

Chimney Repointing and Repairs
New Builds

We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service.

O @ M &

Call today for a non-obligatory quote.
References are available on request.
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All Saints Church News Do Not Leave Vehicles
It has been decided that due to the current Runnlng and Unattended

regulations we have cancelled Sunday Whilst Defrosting

services for the Sundays in February. As the chilly weather is now upon us,

These are on 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th Bedfordshire Police is urging people not to

February. This decision has been taken leave vehicles running and unattended whilst
following advice from the Diocese. defrosting.

This is purely a common sense decision to It only takes a moment for an opportunist thief
keep everybody as safe as possible. to have enough time to jump behind the wheel

It is likely in view of future decisions on the and drive off with your car.

lockdown by the Government that we may Our tips to prevent this from happening to you:

not have services in March either. +  Give yourself a few extra minutes to defrost

Please watch for news in next months the car before you set off.

newsletter. + Do not leave your car unattended with keys
It is a very frustrating situation but one in the ignition, even for a few seconds.
which we have to live with at present. + Place a towel over your windscreen to

With all good wishes and keep Safe. prevent ice overnight.

Robert Heley * Purchase de-icer to speed up the defrosting
process.
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For further information or to arrange an estimate
Tel: 01234 219753 or call John 07976 828311 or Tom 07792 934224

Sineway Services Ltd, 11 Risborough Road, Bedford MK41 9QS

Email: info@sinewayservices.co.uk Web: www.sinewayservices.co.uk




If you want to report a crime, or anything
suspicious that is happening in your area, you
can do so either online at www.bedfordshire.

police.uk/report/Report or by calling 101.
Always call 999 in an emergency.

Julie Allen
Bedfordshire Police Communications Officer

Why Not Be A
Parish Councillor?

Could you fit any more into your busy life?
You would be helping the community and
often receive positive feedback and thanks.
The role is unpaid, sometimes tiresome and
can take up a load of your time - but you
could be part of a team trying to make a real
difference!

There are currently only eight Parish
Councillors and three vacancies. There has
always been a shortage of ladies and younger
people on the Council, we could do with some
more diversified views!

We live in a village which is known throughout
Bedfordshire as one where there is a strong
community spirit, but please don't rely on
others to keep it that way.

If you are interested in joining us or just want
to know more about what we do, have a look
at our website;

http://wilsteadparishcouncil.org/

You can contact our administrator, Lizzie, on
743152 or you can email:

clerk@wilsteadparishcouncil.org.

We'llbe ableto setup averyinformal discussion
on the role and, if you are interested, include
you in some of the discussions that take place
electronically at present, to give you a flavour
of what we're about.

Eric Benton
Vice Chairman
Wilshamstead Parish Council

Scam Warning
Fake DPD Emails And Texts

Action Fraud has seen a surge in reports relating
to fake emails and texts purporting to be from
DPD. The messages claim that DPD was ‘unable to
deliver your parcel today’ and provide instructions
on how the recipient can arrange another
delivery. The links in the emails and texts lead to
fake websites that are designed to steal money,

as well as personal and financial information.
[Continued on page 16]
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' Vegetables Fresh Fruit Free Range Eggs Floristry

' Hemwgs Groon
- FARM SHOP |

Opeh every day from 10am to Spm’

Drled Goods - Preserves & Chutneys Homemade Cakes
Sweet & Savoury Ples - Cheese - Sausages & Bacon - Gifts
Pre-Packed Meat & Fish - Extensive Frozen Range
and 50 much more!
Find us at
Herrings Green Farm  Cotton End Rosd  Wilstead MK45 30T

01234 742 262 - hello@herringsgreenfarmshop.eo.uk
www.herringsgreenfarmshap.co.uk

(Wilstead Post Office\
& Stores

Top-ups for Electricity and Gas,
Lottery, Grocer, Newsagents, Fresh Produce, Fresh

Bakery Daily, Photocopying,

Dry Cleaning, Healih Lottery, Car Tox,

Money Gram,
Foreign Currency Commission Free,
National Express Tickets,
iTunes and 'phone top-ups,
Free Cash Withdrawals (All Banks)
All Banking Facilities now available at the Post Office
All other Post Office Services Available

Store Opening Hours:
Monday to Saturday 7.00am until 7.00pm
Sunday 7.30am until 6.00pm

We are happy to take Telephone
orders and deliver to your home

Tel: 01234 740210
Mobile: 07802 608380

33 Cotton End Road, MK45 3BX

\




We'll get you up and running!

‘We offer the very best physiotherapy care from a
friendly appreachable team of nine highly trained
Chartered Physiotherapists

All our practitioners are Chartered
Physiotherapists and members of the
Heaif,h Profession Council

We Aiave
Moved
We also offer...
Acupuncture, Reflexology, Pllates, Nutrition advice,

Food Intolerance testing, Therapeutic Massage,
Massage, Reiki, Chinese Herbalist

Daytime, Evening and Saturday
appointments available

a0 Ampthill & Flitwick Physiotherapy Clinic
T: 01525 720882 F: 01525 720886
www.chartered-physiotherapy.co.uk

_ NEW ADDRESS: 1 Kings Road, Flitwick MK45 1ED

Reflections

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICE

Domestic & Commercinl Window Cleaning
Sofit & Fucius, Gutters, Conservatory Roofs
Pressure Wshing & Soft Washing

Patio, Drivewuy und Decking Cleaned

Tel /Fax: 01234 743026 Mobile: 07738 983320

JB DOMESTICS

REPAIRSTO..
WASHINGMACHINES h B
DISHWASHERS VEAR
ELECTRIC OVENS ST
TUMBLEDRYERS

NOCALLOUTCHARGE!

Large range of spares carried in stock

PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE 30w rs. £ P

TEL: 01234 840049
M0B: 07778 891490

No part of this newsletter may be reproduced, by any means,
without the prior permission of a member of the editorial team.

This newsletter is published by Wilstead Neighbourhood
Watch, part of Bedford & District NW Association,
in close co-operation with Bedfordshire Police.

The Wilstead Village Website can be found at

www.wilsteadvillage.org.uk

Wilstead WI

Just like all other organisations and clubs, the WI
is currently unable to hold in-person meetings.
But now we have something to look forward to as
our members gradually receive their long-awaited
vaccinations. This year sees our 90th birthday,
which we are still hoping we can celebrate in
October. If all goes to plan, we should be able to
get together again. Something tells me it will be a
rather emotional evening.

A few months ago | wrote about the history of the
WI in general. This time I'd like to tell you a little
about the Institute in this village.

Wilstead WIwas started in 1931. One of the founder
members was Mrs Pollard, the Reverend Pollard’s
wife, and meetings were held in the Vicarage.
Once officially established, Mrs Crawley became
president, both Mrs Hughes and Miss Hilda Cox
were vice presidents, the secretary was Miss Toll
and the treasurer was Mrs Brewster.

Another founding member was Mrs Crouch, who
seems to have been keen on amateur dramatics.
Her daughter Enid (now Wisson) remembers that
the vicarage had a courtyard with an open-fronted
covered area where the Wl ladies and others would
put on performances and Enid was often roped in
to play a part as well.

During World War I, children from London were
evacuated to our area and WI members would
meet regularly to help out and mend their clothes.

After Reverend Pollard and his wife left the
vicarage, the WI moved its meetings to the old
infant school, which was on Cotton End Road
opposite Northwood Lane. In Those days there
was no running water in the building, so they had
to go to the standpipe on the lane to fetch water
for their tea.

In the 1950s, meetings had moved to the Village
Hall, but not the one we have now as that wasn't
built until much later.

In 1965, to celebrate 50 years of the Women’s
Institute nationally, the Queen held a Garden
Party at Buckingham Palace - the first that was
dedicated to the WI. Bedfordshire sent several
representatives (chosen by pulling names out of
a ‘hat’) and Enid Wisson from Wilstead was lucky
enough to be one of them.
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Wilstead WI can sometimes feel like a family affair.
It has had several sets of sisters over the years
(at least two of them at the moment) and many
daughters have followed their mothers into the WI.
Current president Lola Stone (doing a job-share
with Karen Cook) remembers that her mother,
Dorothy Houghton, joined Wilstead WI in 1968.
Dorothy used to organise an annual ‘Mystery Trip’
where the whole WI would be whisked off to an
unknown destination ‘which usually involved food’
and an interesting visit. Now there’s an idea...

I'm sure there are many more stories to tell of
Wilstead WI's adventures over the years, and we
hope there will be many more to come.

(With thanks to Enid Wisson, Lola Stone and
‘Wilshamstead Homestead of Friends’ by Christine
Papworth and Gessie Della Ripa).

Leah Batham

Wilstead Village Hall

At the time of writing this article, the Village Hall is
still closed but as soon as government COVID-19
restrictions allow, it will be opened again.
Therefore... watch this space!

Unfortunately for the Hall and its users, Andy the
present caretaker has decided to resign at the end
of February 2021 and he will be missed by many
people who use the Hall. Very many thanks Andy
for your input with the hall and its hirers for the
last 4 years.

The Caretaker job, along with a Cleaner job, has
been advertised around the Village and online in
various formats and in this Newsletter. Please see
the adverts if you are interested.

Looking forward to May, when we hope to hold
the AGM, at least 3 people will be retiring from the
Committee and so please consider joining the band
of volunteers who help to keep the Hall running.

If there are not enough people to put forward
suggestions and make decisions about the Hall or
even to have a quorum at the meetings, the Hall
could close and this would be a great waste of a
Village asset, much used by all ages. If you have
any queries about this, please contact me (name
and contact details below).

Wilstead Village Hall Needs You
Angela Fosbrook - Wilstead Village Hall Secretary.

angela.fosbrook@ntlworld.com - 01234 294692

Newslelleh,
DEADLINE

For any copy, new advertisements or changes to existing advertisements

Friday 19th February

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 5th March.

Please send items and articles for inclusion in the Wilstead
Newsletter to our dedicated email address:

wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com

Please note that requests for NEW ADVERTS and Advert Changes
should now be sent to Maxine Hendry, as should Payments.

Date and venue to be advised of the next co-ordinators’ meeting.

Telephone, Numbeb, Lict:

To cut out and keep by your telephone.

EMERGENCY 999
CRIME IN PROGRESS 999
Non Emergency Police 101
Police Headquarters 01234 841212
PC5324 Kerry Jones ... 101 ext 2865/2864/2862
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111
Abandoned Vehicles 01234 221768

Borough Councillor, Graeme Coombes .......... 07815 302318
Neighbourhood Watch Central Office ............ 01234 842043
Wilstead Good Neighbours 07807 408928

Whe's Whe:

Neighbourhood Watch, Wilstead.

Advertisements & Accounts
MAXINE HENDRY, 17 Hampton Close, Wilstead MK45 3DA
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com €407998

Editors

Crime Prevention News/Information
BRIAN JONES, 16 Hooked Lane, Wilstead MK45 3DL
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com 741931

Local Village News & Information
JACKIE LLOYD, 41A Luton Road, Wilstead MK45 3ER
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com 3742757

NW Area Co-ordinator
GERALD GALE, 149A Cotton End Road, Wilstead MK45 3DD
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com 3740972

Artwork by SIMONE MILLIGAN @ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com
Printed by WHITE HART PRESS, 58A York Street, Bedford
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WM 7MW Scam Warning - Fake DPD Emails And Texts
[Continued from page 13]
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT Victims of this scam have reported losing over
10% Discount for Collections £242,000 since June. For more information,
. Orders over £20 please visit:
e Curries . .
e Fried Chicken & Chips 0992 7 DaylngWeek www.actionfraud.police.uk/alert/fake-
pm =10 pm - -to- - -in- =
. Burg.ellra Meal Deals including Bank Holidays d-pdmgssages lead-to-over-200000-in-losses
12zas since-june
01234 742_ 386 or _740 904 How you can protect yourself:
www.wilsteadtandoori.co.uk If you're unsure whether the email or text is
\_ 2 Cross Road, Wilstead, Becfordshire MK45 3HJ ) genuine, then don't use the link. Instead, visit
the DPD website by entering the official web
ol allvonr Enting ratiiemente address directly into your browser’s address
bar, or search for it and follow the search
* Stationery #: Stickers/ Labels results.
::ye_rs”e:ﬂ:“ R"I‘I"B;""ers WH]TE Remember, your bank will never ask you
B"":ess s F° & ‘;"c"ers q HART to transfer money to another account, or
roures e LR e contact you out of the blue to ask for your PIN
Bagklets ESTABLISHED 1987 or full password.
¥ Posters . - -
58a York Street If you have received an email which you're

¥ Plans / Drawings | % Wedding Stationery Bedford MK40 3RL ) )
unsure about, you can report it by forwarding

it to report@phishing.gov.uk. You can report

@ 01234270465 ()

A info@whitehartpress.co.uk SUSpiCiOUS text messages by forwarding
www.whitehartpress.co.uk them to 7726.

i [l BURR’S
J GARAGE LTD.
BESPOKE BUILDERS LTD
. ESTABLISHED 1974
providing
Quality Building Work
in Wilstead, Wixams TEL: 01234 741167 /
and surrounding areas MOB: 07777656767
From Small Extensions .
to New Builds i
Garage Conversions Service, repairs and diagnostics
and Loft Converstons -
Telephone: 01234 742595 | EEELINAGY\N RN y7N)}
Mobile: Richard 07710 446881 MK45 3DN
Jess 07794 480440 MONDAY TO FRIDAY:
Poctritis e ot A 8.30am-5.30pm

J




