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Wilstead’s Rural Nature
Under Threat!
You should have received a leaflet
from Bedford Borough Council by post
summarising the proposals for new housing
in the Borough up until 2040.
This shows an additional 2100 houses for a
‘Wixams Extension’.
In fact all these, if built, would be within
Wilstead Parish – thus trebling the size of
the Village.
If this troubles you, if you want to learn
more or would like to learn how and what to
comment, the Parish Council will be holding a
drop-in session at the Village Hall on Sunday
10th July from 10.00am until 1.00pm.
Responses have to be in by Friday 29th July
so there is little time.
Find details of the proposals
and how to comment at:
www.bedford.gov.uk/planning-andbuilding/planning-policy-its-purpose/localplan-review/ or Google “Bedford Borough
Local Plan 2040”.
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Revd Stephen Toze
I am sad to report that Revd Stephen Toze
died on 16th June.
As many people will know he had been very
ill for some time and it is a sad time for us at
All Saints.
His funeral will be on Monday 11th July at
2.00pm at Wilstead Church, when his friends
and congregation will have the opportunity
to pay their respects.
Robert Heley

CRIME RECORDED
FOR WILSTEAD
The list supplied for ‘Crime Recorded’
for the period 1st to 31st May
indicated 1342 crimes.
However, there were none listed for
Wilstead for that period.
Crime Recorded for nearby Villages
Cardington 4, Cotton End 1, Cople 2,
Houghton Conquest 1, Shortstown 15,
and Wixams 12.
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Reaping Rewards
At last all the hard-work us gardeners have put
in over winter and spring is being rewarded with
flowers, vegetables and fruit. It is definitely
a bumper year for strawberries although
some spring planted crops did not like the dry
weather.

Bowls Club News
The County competitions are being played at
present along with all the Club competitions.
It is lovely to see everyone on the green
during this sunny weather.

Wilstead Garden Club are enjoying visits to see
other gardener’s beautiful results. Last month
we visited Briar Bank Park and saw what can be
achieved in small gardens. There was something
special to see on every road and some innovative
planting. We also enjoyed a very social time in the
Club. We thank everyone for the lovely evening.

Wilstead Ladies are doing very well in the
County Competitions. They have reached the
semi-finals in three so far. These are the Senior
4’s, the Triples with Anne Baker, Barbara Carter
and Kim Douglas, the pairs Anne Baker and
Barbara Carter. Also our ladies won the first
round of Top Club against Linslade.

Next month we have an afternoon visit to a NGS
garden, Lake End House in Woburn Sands. The
owner recently gave a talk to the Garden Club
and he specialises in water features and follies,
so it should be interesting for many reasons.

We have a Men’s Bedfordshire County game
against Norfolk on Thursday 7th July playing
at 1.00pm. On Saturday 30th July there is an
Eastern County League Bedfordshire against
Cambridgeshire starting at 10.30am.

In July we have a bat walk around Priory Marina
in the evening. If you would like to join us, please
contact a member of the committee.
We look forward to seeing you either on our
visits or back in Wilstead in September.
Maralyn, Lynda, Viv and Mary
wilsteadgardenclub@hotmail.com
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President’s Charity Day is on Sunday 7th
August, in addition to all the Men’s/Ladies and
Over 60’s games each week.
Jean Ward
Club Secretary
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Wilshamstead Parish Council
Parish Council Latest

The main agenda item for the Parish Council
meeting on 20th June was the Borough proposal
for 2100 houses within Wilstead Parish – see the
front page of this Newsletter.
Please come along to the drop-in session at
the Village Hall on Sunday 10th July between
10.00am and 1.00pm for more information and
help with any response you feel is necessary.
We need as many Wilstead residents as possible
to respond – the previous plan showed 500
additional houses and these were removed
after over 200 residents wrote to express their
dissatisfaction with the plan.

New Vehicle Activated Signs
For The Parish Installed

The Parish Council is pleased that, following the
Borough Council Highways Officers installation
of 5 new site poles in the highway verges, the
recently purchased Vehicle Speed Activated
Signs are now being installed and calibrated.
If anyone could assist with the downloading
and management of the data from the devices,
please get in touch with the Parish Council.
This is managed via an ‘app’ which is
straightforward and simple to use, with helpful
training and ongoing support provided. It is
important that the data is extracted to build up
evidence on traffic flow as well as speed.
It is planned to publish this data on the Parish
Council website, so any help with this would be
gratefully received.

Average Speed Cameras Update

Work has been continuing to take place on
ensuring the Borough Council deliver their
promise of average speed cameras along Cotton
End Road.
The Highways Officer confirmed in early June that
they are meeting with the supplier the following
week to discuss the new list of schemes, which
includes Cotton End Road.
Following this, the scheme will be issued to
an Engineer to prepare a contract document,
alongside health and safety information.
A further update is expected very shortly.
However, please be reassured this matter is
being closely monitored by the Parish Council to
ensure it continues to progress.

Continued on page 4 >>>
July 2022
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>>> Continued from page 3

Parking Issues
The Parish Council has reminded all residents
about being courteous when parking throughout
the parish.
Where it has been noticed in some areas of the
Village that vehicles are regularly parking on the
corner and in close proximity to the corner, plus
where vehicles are obstructing the pavement
causing pedestrians to have to walk onto the
road. This information has been shared with the
local Police.
The Community Police team have Anti-Social
Behaviour Involving Vehicles as one of their
current Police priorities.

Rural Bulky Waste Service Returns
You may have seen information that this valuable
service is returning this year, with the facility
available on Saturday 2nd July at the Lay-by,
off Bedford Road from 8.00am until 12.00 noon.
The Borough Council ask politely that you please
do not leave rubbish at the site if the collection
vehicle is not there.

Contacting The Parish Council
The best way to contact the Parish Council is
to email Lizzie, the Parish Clerk at: office@
wilsteadparishcouncil.org.
Alternatively you can call 01234 743152 or write
to PO Box 1548, Bedford, MK44 5AX.
Please note the Parish Office is open Monday
9.00am to midday and that the next meeting of
the Parish Council will be held on Monday 25th
July at 7.00pm in the small hall of the Village Hall.

Test your smoke alarm!
When was the last time you
tested your smoke alarm?

Just to remind you that you should test your smoke
alarm weekly, by pressing the test button to ensure
it sounds. If you can’t reach it then use a broom
handle or similar object. If your smoke alarm is not
working, please contact us on 0800 843 5042 for
advice. If you meet our criteria we are able to install
safety equipment free of charge.
Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue
Service Prevention Team
4
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Beautiful Baby Gift Baskets
Send A Gift they Will Love

Can You Help Hospice Chef’s
Kitchen Garden Grow?
Chef Sandra Galton joined Sue Ryder St. John’s
Hospice last year and had the tasty idea of growing
the hospice’s own vegetables, fruit and herbs to
give a wholesome, flavoursome ‘garnish’ to meals
made for patients.

•
•
•
•
•

Gift Baskets & Box Sets
Personalised Clothing
New Baby Essentials
Keepsakes & Gifts
Handmade Cards

Local
Collection
& Delivery
Available

SHOP ONLINE

www.beautifulbabygiftbaskets.co.uk

There used to be a kitchen garden in the grounds, but
over the years it has been lost. From this seedling of
an idea Sandra put a call out to hospice colleagues
for donations of seeds and plants to get the garden
started and she was inundated with donations, which
are now growing in the hospice kitchen garden looking
out onto the beautiful open fields of Moggerhanger.
Now they would really value some volunteer kitchen
gardeners to help. Everyone is welcome.
Sandra is currently tending to the garden around
her shifts in the hospice kitchen, but hopes people
will come forward to volunteer in the hospice
gardens to help the kitchen garden grow. So far
Sandra has planted peas, beetroot, spring onions,
carrots, radishes and assortment of lettuces and
some spinach.
She has added some donated blue cornflowers as an
insect attractor.
Involving patients in all aspects of the care and
services given by Sue Ryder is a priority for the
Charity, and Sandra says this includes at meal times
too.
Someone from the kitchen goes to each individual
patient with the menu and encourages them to pick
what they would like. Traditional, real, home-cooked
food is what people mostly crave and they want to
deliver on that.
Sandra hopes the fruit, vegetables and herbs of her
labour will be a boost to patients’ wellbeing.
If you think you can support Sandra in tending the
Sue Ryder St John’s Hospice kitchen garden find out
more about gardening volunteer opportunities at the
hospice by visiting the Sue Ryder website or emailing
contact.stjohns@sueryder.org.
For more information on Sue Ryder St John’s Hospice
visit www.sueryder.org/stjohns
July 2022
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Bedfordshire
Cambridgeshire
Northamptonshire

Wildlife Walks and Talks
July and August

Wildflower Walk

with
Graham Bellamy
Saturday 9th July | 10.00am-12.00 noon
Fancott Meadow
Join Dr Graham Bellamy on a tour round this
spectacular traditional flower-rich meadow with
both sweet vernal and quaking-grass and the
adjacent mixed-wood spinney. Places are limited.
The Fancott Pub is nearby for lunch.
£3.00 per adult.

Dragonfly and Damselfly Walk
with
David Withers
Saturday 6th August | 10.00am-12.00 noon
Duck End
A guided walk round the Duck End nature
reserve with the reserve’s ward, David Withers.
This small reserve (1ha, 2.4ac) is a gem of
remaining wetland, hopefully providing some
unusual flora, dragonflies and damselflies.
£3.00 per adult.

Wildlife Walk

with
Betty Cooke
Saturday, 13th August | 10.00am-12.00 noon
Broom
A guided walk round Broom looking for
invertebrates, birds and wildflowers.
Meet in the overflow car park of Jordan’s Mill.
£3.00 per adult.
OPEN TO ALL | To reserve a place or for
further information please email Ann at
flitvale.info@gmail.com or
ring or text on 07580 178889.
The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire, and Northamptonshire
Registered charity number: 1000412
www.wildlifebcn.org
Flit Vale Local Group www.flitvale.org.uk
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Houghton Wilstead
Golf Cup 2022

It will be 36 players per team so these will be
allocated on a first come, first served basis.

Golfers from both sides of the A6 will flock to
Cainhoe Wood Golf Club on Friday 29th July
to compete in the annual Houghton Wilstead
Golf Cup.
This year will see the tournament return for its
15th edition with Wilstead being the current
holders of the cup.
As well as the team event there are plenty of
other prizes to be won for ‘Individual Stableford’,
Longest Drive’ and ‘Nearest The Pin’.
As always, all money raised on the day through
raffles, auctions and hole sponsorships will go
to Sue Ryder St John’s Hospice in Moggerhanger.
The amazing palliative care as well as the support
they give families is incredible and many players
on the day will have personal connections with
the hospice.
We would like to welcome all players to come
forward to get involved in playing.

Additionally, we would like to invite the non
playing community to get involved this year.
Volunteers are always welcome to join on the
day to help with the overall running of the event.
The raffle will be open to everyone from both
villages and tickets can be purchased from both
Houghton Conquest Post Office and Wilstead
Post Office up until the event.
Prizes range from caps to luxury hampers.
If you cannot attend, there are different ways
to support the 2022 HWGC. Raffles prize can
be donated and hole sponsorships are most
welcome.
Please contact Ranvir Thiarra for more
information about playing, donating prizes or
hole sponsorships.
Ranvir.thiarra@live.com
07590375172
The Houghton Wilstead Golf Cup Committee

July 2022
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BEDFORD

LINKING LIVES
In Partnership with

PROJECT41

Supported by the

Bedford Linking Lives
Befriending Service
Bedford Linking Lives, is a non-profit
organisation run in partnership with Project
41 and supported by the Harpur Trust. It is a
voluntary service offering support to those
who are experiencing loneliness and social
isolation and who have been referred to the
service.
We are currently seeking volunteers to become
befrienders for referrals received from your
area. Would you like to be a Befriending
Volunteer or do you have other skills you could
offer?
The Linking Lives Befriending Service needs
people who are happy to talk and build
friendships or to get involved behind the scenes.
The Linking Lives Befriending Service is open to
anyone 18 years or older who is feeling lonely
or isolated.

Sign It

Business cards Stickers
Banners Safety Signs
Vehicle Graphics
+ more

M: 07706 288873
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All Volunteers are trained to work with those who
are experiencing loneliness and social isolation.
They offer a listening ear, time and
encouragement. We also need people with
other skills to help with the befriending service
administration requirements.
For more information on how you could get
involved, phone Cath on 07887918885 or email
befriending@woodsidechurch.com.

Please mention the

Wilstead NEWSLETTER

when replying to advertisers

Wilstead Newsletter including Parish Council News

Wilstead Players News
The Players held their long postponed AGM in
the Village Hall on 16th June. This was a very
pleasant social event with wine and pizza
provided on a warm summery evening.
Colin West was again elected unopposed as
Chairman/Secretary and Judy Jacobs was
persuaded to continue as Treasurer for another
year, again unopposed. Gill Turnbull continues as
Village Hall Rep.
We were pleased to welcome two new members,
Paul Wheeler and Alex Gould, to join the
committee.
Plans for the interactive Murder Mystery Dinner
Evening are shaping up nicely. The dates for this
are Friday and Saturday 21st and 22nd October.
As before seating will be at tables where a three
course dinner will be served. Followed by coffee
and mints. The action will take place in the Hall
and on the stage, and audience members will get
the opportunity to quiz the suspects if they fancy
themselves as detectives!
Looking further ahead, Spring 2023 will see the
production of a comedy play and dates for this
will be confirmed shortly.
Hopefully we shall be back to our pre-Covid ways
in the future.
Jackie Tanswell | 01234 740782

ADVERTISING RATES
For a minimum of three issues
An eighth of a page
A quarter of a page
Half a page

£7 per issue
£12 per issue
£20 per issue

For one issue only
Cost based on copy and artwork requirements.
Leaflet distribution in Wilstead with
every copy of the Newsletter £12.
A small charge may be made for artwork
when setting up new adverts. A small change
to an existing advert sometimes requires a
considerable adjustment before publication, in
which case a small charge may be made.
Items are always welcome from local
organisations and are normally published at NO
CHARGE unless there are specific requirements.
July 2022
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Footpath Group
Meetings

The next meeting is on Saturday 16th July in the
Village Hall at 10.00am. There will be reports on
the condition of each of the seventeen Rights
of Way, both footpaths and bridleways, in and
around the Village and some of which also
connect to surrounding villages. These reports
will identify what if any work is required so that
they remain easy-to-use off road routes through
the countryside surrounding the Village.
If you are interested in these paths and would
like to help keep an eye on them, so they remain
easy to access, come along to the meeting on the
16th and see what it is all about. All are welcome.

Work
Circumstances conspired to stop the previously
identified work on the paths to be undertaken
over the past few weeks. However there was
no major work needed to ensure that the paths
were easy to go along and work that is planned
mainly consists of replacing broken waymark
posts or replacing faded discs on existing posts.
Now we are well into the growing season there
will also be some mowing and cutting back
overgrowth required.
Working Parties will be arranged to tackle these
tasks. If you are interested in helping with this
work get in touch through the number at the
foot of this article and you will be added to the
notification list of each Working Party. You can
then come along if you are free.
It is not a compulsory Group activity! However
it is one part of the Group’s remit. You don’t
have dig holes as there is normally plenty of
lighter work.
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Walks

Calendar

The June five mile walk was due to be in and
around the countryside near Stagsden but this
had to be cancelled at the last minute. Apologies
to those who were planning to come along. This
walk will now be on Friday 22nd July. Meet in
Whitworth Way car park at 6.30pm.

If you would like a calendar listing the dates and
times of the meetings and walks please contact
the number below.

Don’t worry if you don’t have transport as lifts
will be available. If possible please let me know
beforehand then I make sure that there are spare
seats.
These walks, although around five miles, are not
route marches but intended to be a pleasant
wander through the countryside. So come along
and see first hand some of the hidden/less visited
parts of Bedfordshire. Walking shoes/boots are
recommended as bits of paths can be uneven or
even muddy! (especially after rain).
The remaining walks will be on Friday 26th August
evening, Sunday 18th September afternoon,
Sunday 30th October morning and Sunday 27th
November morning.

The dates and times of the
Working Parties are a bit
more flexible and
depend on people’s
availability, weather
and holidays, and so
are finalised in the
weeks before the
Working Party.
Nigel Jacobs
01234 400733

Please mention the
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All Saints Church News
The service times for July are as follows:
Sunday 3rd July | 11.00am | Morning Prayer
Sunday 10th July | 11.30am | Holy Communion
Sunday 17th July | 11.00am | Holy Communion
Sunday 24th July | 11.00am | Holy Communion
Sunday 31st July | 11.00am | Morning Prayer

Congregations are increasing and we thank all
those who do support us. It is interesting having
different visiting clergy from the Team Ministry
to conduct our services.
As we said in the June Edition we are not having a
Church Fete this year, but we are holding monthly
Coffee Mornings. The July date is Wednesday
20th July. We are not having one in August
but the September one will be on Wednesday
21st September.
They are held in the Chapter House, 10.30am
until 12.00 midday.
Robert Heley | All Saints Church
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Ofgem Scam Emails
Action Fraud has received 752 reports
in four days relating to fake emails
purporting to be from Ofgem. The emails
state that the recipient is eligible for a
rebate as a result of a newly announced
Government scheme.
The links in the emails lead to genuinelooking websites that are designed
to steal your personal and financial
information.
Please view our tweet to see a
screenshot of the fake emails reported
to Action Fraud: https://twitter.com
CyberProtectUK/

Please mention the
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As an Art Group we meet just
to enjoy painting or drawing
together with others. It has
a strong social element and
those who come usually go
away happier than when
they came!
If you’re interested in art and
would love to try out your
talent, why not join us?
Your first session is free and, if you decide to
continue and become a member, it will be £3 a
session when you’re able to come.
We meet in the Village Hall on Mondays from
2pm-4pm. We don’t meet on Bank Holidays.
Our group has members of all abilities, using a
variety of mediums. You might like sketching
in pencil, charcoal, pen and ink, whatever. You
can also paint in watercolour, acrylic or even oil.
Meeting in the large hall makes it a safe space to
work in and we are well spaced out.
May I remind members and new people that we
do have a small variety of art resources for your
use so, if there is anything you haven’t got or
would like to experiment with, we may be able to
help. If you need it, several of our members will
help and encourage you in whatever your artistic
endeavours happen to be.

Seascape in acrylic by Michael.
(Original in colour)
Enquiries: Michael Bradley
Mobile: 07526 939164.
Email: revmichael14@outlook.com
July 2022
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Dogs Die In Hot Cars
The Great British staycation is here to stay,

with up to 30 million Brits expected to holiday
in the UK in 2022. And it’s likely many of us
will be taking our four-legged friends along.
But dogs aren’t welcome everywhere, so we’re
urging you to carefully plan your outings.
A little forward thinking could save your dogs
from heatstroke this summer.
Never leave your dog alone in a car on a warm
day. If you see a dog in distress in a hot car,
dial 999.
Many people think it’s ok to leave their dog in
the car if they’re parked in the shade or the
windows are open. But a car can become as
hot as an oven, even when the weather doesn’t
feel that warm. When it’s 22 degrees Celsius
outside, the car could reach an unbearable 47
degrees within an hour. It’s very dangerous and
will cause your dog suffering and harm.

What to do if you see
a dog in a car on a warm day

First, assess the dog’s condition. If it showing any
signs of heatstroke dial 999 at once.
If the dog’s condition is critical, and the police
haven’t arrived yet, your instinct will be to break
into the car to free it. But please be aware that
this could be classed as criminal damage. You
may need to defend your actions in court, so
please be sure you’re doing the right thing.
Legally, you can commit damage if you believe
the car owner would consent to it if they knew
the dog was in danger.
If you’re sure you need to free the dog, tell the
police what you intend to do and why. Take
photos or videos of the dog. Are there any other
witnesses? Take their names and telephone
numbers.

Please note:
No part of this newsletter may be reproduced, by any means,
without the prior permission of a member of the editorial team.

This newsletter is published by Wilstead Neighbourhood
Watch, part of Bedford & District NW Association,
in close co-operation with Bedfordshire Police.

The Wilstead Village Website can be found at

www.wilsteadvillage.org.uk
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Don’t be afraid to dial 999. If it’s an emergency,
we may not be able to get to you - and the dog
- quickly enough. And as we have no powers
of entry, we’d need to ask the police to help us
rescue the dog. Don’t worry - the police will soon
let us know if the dog needs our help.

What do I do once the dog is free?

Check if the dog is showing signs of heatstroke
or is in distress. If it is, immediately follow our
emergency first aid advice. This could mean the
difference between life and death for the dog.

Wilstead Newsletter including Parish Council News

How can I help a dog who appears OK?
If the dog doesn’t seem in distress, you can leave
it in the car and follow these actions.
•

Work out how long the dog has been in the car.
A ‘pay and display’ ticket could help.

•

Make a note of the car’s registration. If the
owner returns but you still feel they’d put the
dog in danger, you can tell the police.

•

If you’re at a shop, venue or event, ask staff
to alert the owner over the loudspeaker.

•

Make sure you, or someone else, stays with
the dog. Monitor its condition. If it gets worse
be prepared to call 999.

•

You can call our cruelty line on 0300 1234 999.
But if a dog is in danger, dialling 999 should
be your first step.

More information can be obtained at:
www.rspca.org.uk
Royal Society For The Prevention
Of Cruelty To Animals

Newsletter

DEADLINE

For any copy, new advertisements or changes to existing advertisements

Friday 15th July

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 5th August.
Please send items and articles for inclusion in the Wilstead
Newsletter to our dedicated email address:

wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com

Please note that requests for NEW ADVERTS and Advert Changes
should now be sent to Maxine Hendry, as should Payments.

Next Co-ordinators’ Meeting:
Date and venue to be advised of the next co-ordinators’ meeting.

Telephone Number List:
To cut out and keep by your telephone.

EMERGENCY ................................................................................................................................... 999
CRIME IN PROGRESS ........................................................................................................... 999
Non Emergency Police .................................................................................................... 101
Police Headquarters ......................................................................... 01234 841212
PC6587 Craig Bond

.............................................................................................................

101

Crime Stoppers ............................................................................................ 0800 555 111
Abandoned Vehicles .......................................................................... 01234 221768
Borough Councillor, Graeme Coombes ................. 07815 302318
Neighbourhood Watch Central Office ..................... 01234 842043
Wilstead Good Neighbours ...................................................... 07807 408928

Who’s Who:

Neighbourhood Watch, Wilstead.
Advertisements & Accounts
MAXINE HENDRY, 17 Hampton Close, Wilstead MK45 3DA
wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com
407998
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wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com
741931
Local Village News & Information
JACKIE LLOYD, 41A Luton Road, Wilstead MK45 3ER
wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com
742757
NW Area Co-ordinator
GERALD GALE, 149A Cotton End Road, Wilstead MK45 3DD
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Printed by WHITE HART PRESS, 58A York Street, Bedford
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Wilstead Flower, Produce
& Handicrafts Show
This year’s show will be held on

Saturday 27th August.
The Flower Produce And Handicraft
Show schedule can now be seen on
the Wilstead Village Website.
For advance information of the classes in
the show and entry details please go to:
www.wilsteadvillage.org.
The paper version of the show schedule
can be obtained from Village Post Office
from the middle of July.

Looking forward to seeing you
there as a visitor or entrant.
Refreshments available
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